Major reconstruction of the Town Hall took
place in the fall of 2007 when the roof was
reinforced and replaced. According to modern
building codes, the original purloins supporting
the roof were not strong enough, so the
beams were ‘sistered’ from the inside to
strengthen them. On the outside the metal
roof was replaced and the cornices and tower
were repaired and painted gleaming white.
The chimney was rebuilt and an area around it,
which was found to have rot, was replaced.
This work will serve to preserve and protect
the building well into the future.

The roof work finally took place because of a
convergence of two things: at the March 2007
town meeting voters approved an
appropriation of $25,000 by a 116-55 margin,
and Charlene and Ken Bostrom pledged to
make up the difference between the funds the
town has gathered so far and the cost of the
roof work.

With that assurance, the roof project was put
out to bid and Summit/Catamount
Construction was awarded the project and
carried out the work during September and
October 2007. Pictures of the progress were
posted every few days on the
www.betheltownhallvt.org/ web site and the
result is a crisp new roof and tower.

A poll held at town meeting determined that
green was by far the most popular color, and
so that is the color of the new roof, which
blends nicely with the Credit Union next door.
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On January 24, 2008 townspeople learned
that the Bethel Town Hall is the recipient of a
matching grant for $305,000 which will be
administered by the Save America’s
Treasures program, part of the US
Department of the Interior.

Bethel exceptionally lucky

Town Hall Finance Committee chair Amy
Bergamo commented on how exceptionally
lucky Bethel is to have received this grant.
According to an historic preservation
workshop she attended, folks restoring historic
buildings can only reasonably expect 10% of
their funding to come from outside sources.
This is because grant monies have dried up
so radically in the past few years, and
therefore competition for the remaining money
is extremely keen. The Bethel Town Hall
project has already received $15,000 from
Mascoma Bank, $5,000 from the Lamson
Howell Foundation and $39,050 from 6 state
grants 1991 — 2005. This total amount is close
to 30% of the approximate total project cost.
[Continued on p. 2 “Leahy grant’]

New Roof going on October 5, 2007
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[continued]

How we got the grant

The grant is the result of steady efforts by
Amy Bergamo of the Town Hall Finance
Committee and by Leahy’s staff, especially
Chanda Betourney, Ted Brady and Jessica
Berry. These staffers visited the hall in 2005
and saw the potential of the building.
Bergamo kept them supplied with information
in the form of newspaper clippings, town hall
newsletters and minutes of monthly town hall
committee meetings.

That information informed Leahy of the town’s
demonstrated commitment through both
private donations and direct appropriations
voted annually at town meetings. Leahy said
he was especially impressed with the pledge
made by Charlene Bostrom at the 2007 town
meeting to close the funding gap to repair the
town hall’s roof.

Leahy's comments

In securing the grant Senator Leahy said,
"The Bethel Town Hall embodies the very
identity of the close-knit community it resides
in. For more than a century the Town Hall has
served as the epicenter of community
activity—from dances and concerts to the
home of the fire department and Bethel's first
library.

"Restoring the Town Hall to its rightful place
as a well-preserved and working piece of New
England’s history is critical to preserving more
than just the building, but also the culture and
identity of an American community.

"The Town Hall is a living reference point and
anchor for Bethel's past and Bethel's future.
Making it once again a vital part of town life is
more than a capital investment in a building.
It's an investment in Bethel's legacy."

Matching the grant

The select board, town manager and the
Town Hall Finance Committee are now
working to obtain the Save Americas
Treasures program details that apply to this
grant so they can determine what is needed to
match the grant. Bonding is a possibility that
was mentioned on January 28" when Leahy
staffer Ted Brady made the formal
announcement of the grant. Because of
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notification requirements, Town Meeting
would be too soon for a bond vote, but a bond
could be discussed at Town Meeting along
with the annual appropriation of $25,000
which is already on the warning. If a bond is
approved after town meeting, that
appropriation could be used as a first bond
payment.

The bond vote would be Australian ballot style,
where the polls are open all day. It would be
preceded by a special information meeting on
another evening. Citizens are encouraged to
attend both the town meeting and the
informational meeting and to ask questions of
town officials and town hall committee
members.

The Knights of Columbus hold a huge annual
raffle and the local Bethel/Rochester chapter,
the George Johnson Council 10241, has
decided to donate 50% of their chapter’'s
proceeds to the Bethel Town Hall Fund.

Tickets cost $2 each, or a book of 6 tickets for
$10. The drawing will be on April 26, 2008.

Prizes are:

First prize: $1,000
2"and 3% $ 500 each
4™ and 5™ $ 250 each
6™ — 10" $ 100 each

Bethel resident Phil Mollitor is the head of the
statewide organization. Members of the
Friends of Bethel Town Hall as well as Knights
of Columbus will be selling tickets until April.

There is no limit to how many tickets you can
buy, so get as many as you can as gifts to
friends and grandchildren and co-workers.
They may win a cash prize and the Town Hall
fund will benefit for sure!

For tickets or more information please
contact Phil Mollitor at 234-9794.
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Every year more civic groups include the
Town Hall fund in their fundraising efforts.
This involvement and the donations which
result are extremely important to demonstrate
wide-spread support for the restoration efforts.
They are received with great gratitude.

Especially among grantors, the number of
people and groups donating time and money
is more significant than the amounts of money
donated. Leahy staffer Ted Brady told Amy
Bergamo that support from Charlene Bostrom,
Mascoma Savings Bank, civic groups and the
voters at each of the last 5 town meetings,
was pivotal in our receiving the $305,000
congressional matching grant.

The Bethel Historical Society _ donated $100
at their February 2007 meeting, featured the
Hall on the cover of their September
newsletter and included a flyer for the 1892
Fundraising Campaign in their December
newsletter,

Bethel Rotary donated the $750 proceeds of
their June 16 “Bethel Area Rotary Famous
Chicken BBQ” to the Bethel Town Hall
Restoration.

The Bethel Business Association _ raffled a
Vermont Castings grill to benefit the hall,
donating $600, as well as the $50.50
proceeds of a raffle of hand-painted benches.

Many thanks to all the people who made
these fundraisers successful.
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The above headline graced the front page of
the Herald of Randolph on the Thursday
following Town Meeting 2007.

Voters had entered the town meeting knowing
there was a line item for $25,000 toward the
Town Hall Fund. The surprise of the day
came during discussion of this article when
Charlene Bostrom told the assembled
townspeople that she and her husband Ken
Bostrom would make up any shortfall between
money available in the town hall fund and the
cost of replacing the roof of the building.
Pledging to ‘make up the difference’ Charlene
told the voters that to her the building is
‘Bethel's jewel'.

Following this the town appropriation passed
by a 2-to-1 margin.

At a Finance Committee meeting later in
March where members thanked Charlene
again for her tremendous generosity which
brought the project out of a long winter to the
spring of physical restoration work beginning,
she explained how her family dates back 6
generations in Bethel to Dr. Gallop who lived
in a log cabin on River Streetin 1778. Her
ancestors the Grahams (also spelled Grimes)
lived for many years at this location in a house
build in 1816. In fact, three couples
celebrated their 50" wedding anniversaries
there. Her grandfather owned Graham'’s
hardware store on Main Street and served in
the legislature during the 1930’s. Charlene
was the chair of the Bethel Bicentennial
Committee in the 1970’s that posted dates on
many Bethel buildings, and helped people
realize how important it is to save these
unique old buildings.

Besides allowing the roof work to take place
during the fall of 2007, Charlene Bostrom’s
generosity was specifically cited as one of the
main reasons Senator Leahy sponsored the
$305,000 matching congressional grant for
further work on the Hall.
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John E. Haikara graduated from Whitcomb in
1950 and shared some of his memaories of the
Bethel Town Hall in a letter that accompanied
his donation to the 1892 Fund.

Dear Amy Bergamo,

Happy to donate to the Town Hall Campaign.
The Town Hall was a very important part of
my life growing up in Bethel.

Early recollections — going to the Town Team
Basket Ball games with my father in the early
forties — seeing high school plays.

When we were in grammar school — 7" and
8" grade — Willy Goodwin, the custodian
would let us in to play basketball on Saturday
mornings.

Once | was in a minstrel show.

We saw the Red Head girls’ basketball team,
also the men’ Hawaiian team.

We also played Donkey Basket, with real
donkeys.

My mother Irma, taught me how to dance at
one of the high school dances.

We were allowed to sit in the balcony and
watch the Town Meetings.

In the summer time we roller-skated there also.

Of course we had our High School graduation
there.

| still remember going to Joey Gaiko’s
memorial there — he was killed on lwo Jima.
This was really a sad experience for me — he
was a good friend.

All of us kids loved to
sit on the old fire truck
and visit.

Best wishes on your
project.

John E. Haikara
January 2, 2008

Y oe
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The “1892” fund raising campaign kicked off in
October complete with cute graphics of dogs
balancing on roof ridges, digging around
foundations and mailing in donations, which
were drawn by Janet Burnham and Jacob
Feeney.

This was the first time in 8 years of working
toward restoring the hall that ‘regular people’
were asked to donate directly to the project.

1892’ refers to the year the Town Hall was
build, 115 years ago, and was expanded to
have a goal of receiving 1,892 donations with
the figure 1892 in them. This means that a
donation as small as $1.89 or $18.92 is as
welcome as one for $189.20 or $18,920.

The Finance Committee members and other
Friends of the Bethel Town Hall created a
letter which they copied at their own expense
and distributed to local stores and restaurants.
They mailed the letter to Bethel landowners
living out of state and Chris Masters donated
time and postage to mail it to people in town.
Chris also paid to include the letter as a
guarter page ad in the Herald of Randolph.

The letter was featured for several months as
the first thing on the Bethel Town Hall web
page. Principal Andy West agreed to include
the fund raising letter in the November school
newsletter and Bethel Historical Society also
included it in their November newsletter.

The results have been quite gratifying. As of
February 1% 2008 the campaign has received
$28,550 from 233 donations.

The 1892 campaign is ongoing. Please see
last page for how to make a donation. Thanks!



By Janet Burnham

The architect who designed Bethel's 1892
Town Hall is a hard fellow to track down.
Several members of Bethel's Historical
Society have been trying to gather enough
information about Guernsey to put together a
book, or booklet on Guernsey and his
creations. What we do know is that George
Guernsey had a hand in changing cityscapes
all over Vermont. The late 1800’s was a time
of tremendous growth in the “business” of
Vermont, as well as the rest of the country.
Guernsey had a big hand in many of the
public buildings that went up all over the state
in those “high” times. What we haven't been
able to find, is a complete list of all his
creations. It appears that nobody to date has
spent much ink on Mr. Guernsey.

The most comprehensive papers about
Guernsey were written by Lyssa Papazian
when she did historical research on the
Vermont Law School's signature Guernsey
Building, and Darryl Lang, a UVM student,
who wrote a research paper for the Nuquist
Prize in 1986 on the Redstone Building in
Montpelier. The Redstone was built in 1887-
1889 as a private residence, and serves today
as the Vermont Secretary of State's office.

We know Guernsey was born in Calais,
Vermont in 1839. He enlisted in the Union
Army at the age of 22 to fight, what most New
Englanders referred to as, The War Of
Rebellion. He served from 1862 to 1865,
during which time he was promoted to
corporal and then to sergeant. After the war
he married Alpha Hill from Marshfield. The
young couple moved to Montpelier in 1867,

where Guernsey began his career as a builder.

Guernsey was also a public minded-citizen of
his chosen home town. He served as
chairman on the Montpelier Board of Bailiffs.
He was on the board of trustees for the
Heaton Hospital. And he was Montpelier's
third elected mayor, serving from 1897-1898.
Evidently, he was the third “George” elected to
that office, as he was known as “George the
Third.”
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We don't know what sort of professional
training he may have had, but by the following
year, 1868, he had built his first building of
note: The Woolson Block in Springfield. The
guess is that Guernsey was self-taught. A
great number of his buildings are in the Queen
Anne style that was so popular in the latter
half of the 19" century.

We know that in many towns where Guernsey
designed a prominent public building, he often
was hired to do private residences as well.

It's almost impossible to put the Guernsey
stamp on private homes, since architects are
not usually noted in town records. So, unless
the various owners have passed the
information down in the intervening one
hundred plus years (as one did in Randolph),
we can't pinpoint what might be Guernsey
designed homes.

Following are some of Guernsey's better
known public buildings. In Montpelier he
designed the Walton, Blanchard, Union, Rialto,
French and Hyde business blocks, the
Edward Dewey House (State Purchasing
Dept) , the Goodrich House, St Augustine's
Catholic Church, Redstone (as mentioned
above), and his own house at 68 State Street,
plus three bridges. The Whiting Library in
Chester, the Free Baptist Church, and the
Notre Dame des Victories Church in St.
Johnsbury. The business block, the school,
as well as most likely the Methodist Church, in
So. Royalton. The Methodist Church in
Groton, the Baptist Church in Barre, the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Rutland
and Bradford Academy in Bradford.

Guernsey had something to do with the
Norman Williams Library in Woodstock as well.
He also designed a business block in Essex
Junction, a Baptist Church in Ludlow and a
bridge in Quechee. And of course the Town
Hall in Bethel. There are also at least three
very large churches over in New Hampshire
that Guensey designed; one has his name as
architect on the cornerstone.

Guernsey died from TB on November 28,
1900 at age 61. He's buried in Green Mount
Cemetery in his beloved adopted home-town
of Montpelier.
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Mary Floyd was the force behind the first
public fundraising campaign on behalf of
Town Hall restoration. Beginning in late 2006
she floated the idea and began soliciting items
for a silent auction. Throughout the winter
Mary displayed the auction items at her Brick
Store and publicized the event.

The
auction
kicked
off
officially
on
March
10",

Painting by Maryann Davis sold at the Silent Auction .

Mary and a number of helpers moved all the
items to the school where they were displayed
at the Bethel Home and Garden Show.
Throughout the auction process Mary was
assisted in many ways by many people. Amy
Bergamo, Rick Benson, Helena Bonham-
Carter, Marianne Brigham, George Burnham,
Janet Burnham, Davis Dimock, Wade Floyd,
Geneva Gaiko, Chris Masters, Mary Pavone,
Sally Truckenbrod, Marge Turner and Willy
Walker, along with his students, were
especially helpful.

About 80 items were gathered and
photographed. Amy Bergamo posted the
pictures and descriptions on the new Bethel
Town Hall web page which she created at
http://www.betheltownhallvt.org/.

The finale of the Auction took place at the
Bethel Common on May 12™. The afternoon
featured a chicken and pork BBQ dinner
prepared by Willy B’s Catering. Owner and
chef Willy Walker donated the entire proceeds
of the BBQ to the hall restoration fund, a total
of $325. Members of the United Church
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congregation offered beverages and home-
made deserts to benefit the Steeple Fund of
the United Church.

Carroll Ketchum drew the winning ticket for
the Bethel Business Association raffle of a
Vermont Castings grill. The winner was
Jeff Gaiko.

Rick Benson served ably as the MC of the
auction, reminding people to bid as the clock
ticked down, encouraging some bidding
competition, and closing the bids exactly at 6
pm. There was some spirited bidding in the
final minutes, leaving some folks very pleased
with their purchases, and a few others quite
disappointed that they had been out-bid.

The auction took in over $6,600.

Many thanks to all the people who bid on and
purchased auction items. The following
people kindly donated items to the auction.
We sincerely apologize to anyone we may
have inadvertently left off this list.

David Aiken, Marina & Carl Aronson, Rick &
Rosalie Benson, Amy Bergamo, Ken &
Charlene Bostrom, Margaret Brainard, Janet
Brown, Marianne Brigham, George & Janet
Burnham, Theodora Danforth, Cathy Day &
the Bethel Public Library, Maryann & Andy
Davis, Davis Dimock, Mary Floyd, Patricia &
Neal Fox, Sharon & Jerry Freeman, Geneva
Gaiko, Jon Hartland, Carla & David Hodgdon,
Henry Holmes, Debra Leahy, Sandra
Levesque, Spencer Lewis, Sheila Jacobs &
Mascoma Savings Bank, Chris Masters,
Tavian Meyer, Nick & Heidi Nikolaidis, Jesse
Orr, Jim Sardonis, Jed Scott, South Royalton
Co-op,
Strafford
Saddlery, Kep
Taylor, Bow
Thayer, Sally
Truckenbrod,
Marge Turner,
Willy Walker,
Mel & Carol
Washburn,
Victoria Weber, Lisa Hill & the

Whitcomb Boosters, Bob & the Wilmington
Country Store.
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‘From the Wall to the Hall’ is the shorthand
name that evolved to refer to the Bethel
Development Plan, which is a long-range
visioning and action plan begun in 1993 to
revitalize downtown Bethel both physically
and economically.

Most goals of the plan have been achieved
and the Town Hall restoration is the last major
component of an effort begun in 1993 when a
Bethel Committee on Downtown  formed
and began meeting with townspeople to
identify needs for revitalizing our Downtown.

According to their Bethel's Main Street
newsletter (above) issued in March 1994,
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The Committee on Downtown was adamant
that ideas should come from townspeople, so
they held idea-gathering meetings in the
different neighborhoods of Bethel.

Additionally there was a Bethel Downtown
Project Workshop and Presentation  at the
White Church on June 26, 1993 where
drawings of the downtown were displayed and
folks were asked for their input. The results of
these methods of public participation were
“the compass for directing the Bethel
Committee on Downtown” and they developed
four (. #
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#

They also developed a 4-phase Plan for
implementing these goals, and the interesting
thing is that most of these changes have
taken place, or are in the works. Renovating
and restoring the Town Hall is the only major
piece that remains to be completed.

It is good to realize that the Hall project is part
of a larger grass-roots revitalization of
Downtown, and that we have accomplished a
great deal in the past 15 years.

Things that have been accomplished include:
Construct new fire station
Construct parking lot
Sidewalk/utility upgrades
Tree plantings [con't. p. 8 ]



DAY AR 4

Pedestrian improvements
Masonic Temple relocate at end of lease
Purchase of Fort Fortitude

[Continued]

Upgrading the Wall at the intersection of Rt.
107 and Rt. 12/ South Main Street is the
responsibility of the state. While the River
Street Bridge is scheduled to be replaced by
the state in 2012, the Vermont Agency of
Transportation announced in spring 2007 that
they would only fix existing bridges and their
immediate approaches, and would not be
streetscaping River Street or the triangle
intersection, or replacing the wall, as they had
previously announced.

The Hall & the Town Offices

The final piece of the plan was relocating the
town offices into the lower level of the Town
Hall, and then renovating/restoring the upper
level as a theatre and meetinghouse. Plans
changed in 2005 when, after a great deal of
input and consideration, the Select Board
voted to not relocate the town offices to the
Town Hall.

During 2007 work was done to improve the
existing town offices, so that some of the
concerns about the facility have been
remedied. Foremost is the installation of a
handicapped accessible access ramp on the
northwest side of the building, and internal
accessibility to all the offices in the building.

A restroom designed for handicapped
accessibility is being installed. The most
dramatic improvement is the addition of a
meeting room at the back of the building that
will accommodate 3 or 4 times the number of
people as the present meeting room, and offer
large windows and an airy atmosphere as well.

The limited parking problem at the town
offices has not been addressed, although
since the town owns the land up to the next
house to the south, a retaining wall and fill
could conceivably be installed to lengthen the
existing parking area.

However, the working assumption is that
meetings of any size will be held in the Town
Hall and utilize the public parking lot next to
the Hall.
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Mary Floyd, Marge Turner and Janie Huntley
created a nicely mounted display of photos
and documents about the Town Hall in the
window of the Brick Store in October.

The photos showed Former Special Events
that had taken place in the Hall. Photos
ranged from construction for the hall using
teams of horses, to Sarah Chapman’s 100"
birthday party in 1902, to posters announcing
basketball games against Goddard Academy
of Barre.

) ' %

Geneva Gaiko has discovered 3 pieces of
souvenir china made in Germany. They depict
Bethel scenes, including the Town Hall.
Coincidentally Vermont Magazine ran an
article called ‘Souvenirs of our Past’ by

J. Kevin Graffagnino in their Jan/Feb 2008
issue describing these tourist mementos
which were popular from about 1880 to the
1930’s. When box cameras became readily
available, and tourists could create their own
images of the places they visited, the souvenir
china became less popular.
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“A picture tells a thousand words” is a cliché,
but it is also true! There is nothing like before-
and-after photographs to identify needs, show
progress, create a sense of accomplishment
and create a lasting record of what was.

With an eye to supporting grant applications
and also to creating a record of the pre-
renovation condition of the building, Chris
Costanzo and Victoria Weber took a series of

digital pictures during summer and fall of 2007.

Photos show all sides of the building inside
and out, architectural details, areas that are
damaged and need special repair, and shots
looking at the Hall from across the Church
Street Bridge, and from up and down Main
Street. Several photos show the Hall from the
front steps of the Mascoma Bank, looking
through the wonderful baskets and containers
of flowers that graced Main Street last
summer. The photographs clearly say: “This
is a town that cares about itself and the main
street which is at its heart.”

We would love to also have video
documentation of the Town Hall. If you have
a video camera and would like to help out,
please notify Victoria Weber, phone on last
page of this newsletter.
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The Bethel Town Hall restoration efforts are
being reported in the media in ever widening
circles. During 2007 the Town Hall was
featured in the headline of 10 articles and one
solo picture in the local Herald of Randolph.
And this was despite Bethel having no
correspondent between Chris Costanzo’s
departure from the Herald in April and Mary
Anderson’s arrival in October.

The Valley Business Journal carried an article
by Bethelite Kim J. Gifford in their May issue.

The Bethel Historical Society Newsletter
reprinted an October 30, 1930 Bethel Courier
article on the cover of their September 2007
issue. The article focused on improvements
to the Hall made during summer and fall of
1930, which is somewhat surprising as this
was immediately after the Depression began
and only 2 %2 years after the Flood of 1927
damaged Bethel and surrounding areas. The
lower level received a cement floor, and a
cement walkway extended from the building to
the street. The walls upstairs were
‘murescoed’, which is a type of plastering.
Businessmen subscribed $150 for a new
stage curtain. The tower was painted and the
eagle coated with gold leaf. The previous
year the dressing rooms had been refitted and
the cement cobble gutters were installed
along the outside.

The biggest media splash came from a
WCAX-TV news story on March 6™ which
reported on Charlene and Ken Bostrom’s
Town Meeting announcement of support for
the roof work, as well as the voters’
appropriation of another $25,000 toward the
town hall fund. The several-minute long story
included comments by three citizens.

WCAX-TV also reported on the $305,000
matching grant on January 28, 2008.
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This memoir recently came to light along with
these recollections of how our Town Hall was
a community anchor following the Flood of
1927.

Alice Adams, daughter of Charles and
Winifred Adams of West Hartford, VT, moved
to Bethel Village sometime between 1925-
1927. Alice was 12 years old at the time of
the 1927 flood and attending Bethel Central
School. Her recollections of that tumultuous
time begin with recording "Monday, November
1--unseasonably warm; Tuesday, November
2--rain, steady, heavy, constant; Wednesday,
November 3--very serious downpour;
Thursday, November, 1:30 pm--a grim faced
"Prof" Smith comes to each classroom and
tells us, "School is dismissed, go directly
home and stay there. The water is "high and
dangerous.” "

Two excerpts from Alice Adams’ memoir
pertain to our Town Hall. The firstis an
excerpt from another memoir "Floodtide”,
1927 [author uncited].

"The men of Bethel were up all Thursday
night doing rescue and salvage work, but

were on hand early Friday morning to carry on.

Most of the morning was spent trying to get
communication between Church Street and
Main Street, across from where the covered
bridge stood [and across from the Town Hall].
No one could throw a rock across, with string
hitched on, so finally the clothes line stretched
across from the Child block to a tree near the
Central Vermont [CV Railroad] crossing was
cut, a telephone line attached to it, and by
noon C. D. Cushing had a telephone working
with Main Street. Before this, alll
communication was by megaphone, which
was unsatisfactory because of the river's

roar. By 4 p.m. the water had receded so
much that a foot bridge was constructed
across the wreckage of the upper C.V. bridge,
and people were going across from Church
Street to the business section of Bethel before
dark on Friday. Saturday morning was spent
in getting communication with River Street.
Robert Mitiguy and Floyd Ives nearly lost their
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lives when a canoe capsized. Finally a boat
got across, and George Kimball and Frank
Hart brought the news of the River Street
disaster to Main Street. At 1 p.m. Saturday an
emergency meeting was called in the Town
Hall, about 200 men and women being pre-
sent, and a committee was elected to assist
the selectmen in reconstruction work, also
other committees to ration food, gasoline,
etc."

The second excerpt has the clarity that only a
child's memory can recall. This section of the
memoir is entitled, "A Christmas Party".

"The Poster reads:

! " HSW&

My friend Lydia and | are among the throng
crowding at the door at quarter of eleven. The
small kids, under eight, are taken in, then the
door finally opens and a Ho, Ho Santa (Tink
Aiken) leads the noisy pack up the stairs. The
combination auditorium and basketball court is
alive with a brightly decorated Christmas tree
at the front of the stage. Shouts and laughter
ring out as popcorn, candy and animal
crackers are passed out and immediately
devoured.

Santa and his helpers keep the fun high
as excitement reaches the rafters. A
semblance of quiet is somehow brought about
as Santa tells us to listen. We are each called
by name and given a package in Christmas
wrap. Mine is a lovely oval pin with a blue
stone. | shall keep it always.

No one can know what a lift to the
townspeople this is. For six weeks only
destruction and desolation have faced the
people of Bethel, Vermont, since the flood.

The children of Bethel, Maine, have sent a
gift to each child in Bethel, Vermont.”

10




. # 8

Students Mariah Ertel, Emi Rivera
McCormack, Elijah Smith, Teresa Claughton,
Jenna Townsend, Reba Hart, Tyler Strong,
Brianna Cronan and Lyndon Flint in Marie
Kittel's 7th grade Community Service class at
Bethel Elementary School focused on roof
reconstruction at the Town Hall as their fall
project. Students walked down and visited the
Hall once a week for the first quarter of the
school year to see and document how the
construction progressed. They interviewed
Cindy Johnson, the project supervisor, as well
as Nancy Hughes, a Bethel community
member and a Bethel school employee, who
had worked on a committee on the first leg of
the “Wall-to-the-Hall” Bethel Main Street
revitalization project which included ideas
about restoring the Bethel Town Hall.

They also sought to understand how the Hall
was used in the past when it was Bethel's
community gathering place. They listened to
taped interviews gathered by Kep Taylor as
part of the Sentimental Journey stage show
that he created and directed in September
2002 and received information about George
Guernsey, the architect of the Bethel Town
Hall, from Larry Leonard, President of the
Randolph Historical Society.

The students took their gathered research and
under the guidance of the Whitcomb
Technology Director, Jon Gallo, learned to
create a Powerpoint multimedia program. The
result is a slide show with 27 slides which
include pictures of the renovation along with
audio interview segments which explain this
phase of the project. Kelsey Hill, a former
Whitcomb student, helped to finalize the
Powerpoint presentation.

The students asked excellent questions of the
construction crew, such as ...

What types of jobs do each of your crew
members have?

Do you have to comply with any building
regulations?
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What kind of safety supplies do you use?

Will this building be energy efficient?

Are there any special features the Town Hall
has for when they were performing on stage?

The Powerpoint slideshow, which runs about
15 minutes long, is quite informative because
it covers both the history of the hall and the
2007 construction project. It will be available
for public viewing at The Bethel Home and
Garden Show on March 8", the May 24™
Postcard & History Fair, and hopefully before
or after Town Meeting on March 3, 2008.
Additionally there is a separate CD of edited
interviews gathered by Kep Taylor in 2002
about past uses of the Hall.

Many thanks to Marie Kittel and her students!

Susan Rule,

Bethel Schools’

music teacher

and drama

director, has

quite a list of

uses for the town

hall. She says it

will be a fantastic

location for drama productions, junior and
senior high music concerts, community chorus,
and 5" and 6™ grade spring musicals (and
their rehearsals which now take place on the
gym stage while gym classes are going on
with balls bouncing and kids yelling.)

Other things that would be great in the hall are
awards ceremonies and assemblies, some
senior project presentations, the prom (which
will be at the Barnard Town Hall this spring),
the snow ball dance, coffee house talent
shows and C.A.K.E. community events, as
well as contra dances and ‘family dance
nights’. The five minute walk over to the hall
will be good exercise too!
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Now that the hall’s roof structure has been
strengthened and the metal roofing
replaced, according to the Phases of
Work plans set out in the Prospectus
booklet, the next things to be done are:

Secure the building against further water
damage

Stabilize the foundations and brick facade
Make permanent repairs to inside of
foundations

Restore the historic entry way

Finish stabilizing and preserving all exterior
brickwork

Reinforce structural elements of floors in hall,
stage and balcony

Create handicapped access and improve
fire exits (corridors, stairs, doors, lighting)
Install accessible restrooms on both floors
Bring mechanical and electrical systems up
to code.

n ##*j)

The select board makes all financial decisions
regarding the Bethel Town Hall. The board is
assisted by the town manager, citizens and a
committee.

Amy Bergamo has served ably as chair of the
Town Hall Finance Committee for the past 3
years and is stepping down as chair in March
2008. A new chair, or co-chairs are needed.

The committee also has a construction sub-
committee consisting of Paul Feeney and
Winslow Ayer.

Volunteers are needed for the committee, or
just come to one of the monthly meetings.
The Town Hall Finance Committee meets the
last Thursday of each month at the Bethel
Public Library at 7 pm. All are welcome.

Tax-deductible contributions to the

Town Hall Restoration Fund are

gratefully received at the Town

Manager’s Office 134 South Main St.,

Bethel, Vermont 05032
802-234-9340
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Visit the Town Hall web site at
http://www.betheltownhallvt.org/

The minutes of the Town Hall Committee
are posted in the Municipal section of the
http://www.bethelvermont.com/

Talk with the Select Board or any of the
people mentioned in this newsletter for more
information.

The Friends of the Bethel Town Hall is, simply,
people who have an interest in Bethel's Town Hall.

This annual newsletter chronicles some of the
activities relating to the Bethel Vermont Town Hall
Restoration Project during the past year.

Newsletter #5, 2008, was created with the help of
Janet Burnham, Heidi Nikolaidis, Susan Rule,
Mary Pavone, Mary Floyd, Marie Kittle, Geneva
Gaiko, Davis Dimock and Amy Bergamo, and was
edited by Victoria Weber 234-9832. Photo at top of
p.1 by Tim Calabro, all others by Victoria Weber.

No Town Hall Restoration funds were used
in the production of this Newsletter.
It was entirely paid for by a donation from
a Friend of the Bethel Town Hall.

Thank you, Thank you, thank you
to the growing number of people who
have helped this year.
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