White River National Bank Centennial

Reqular Meetings

at Bethel Public Library June 2006 marks the Centennial of the White
River National Bank building on Main Street,
Junes, 2008, 7 PM now owned by Mascoma Savings Bank.

July 10, 2006, 7PM
Built in 1906-07 for atotal of $30,000, includ-
August 7, 2006, 7PM ing land, vault and furniture, the building first
September 11, 2006, 7PM housed the National White River Bank of Be-
thel. The interior wood was milled in
October 2, 2006, 7PM Randolph and the granite on the outside of the
building came from the Quimby Quarry in

. Bethel.
Special Events

Mascoma Savings Bank acquired the building

June 2425 .
In 1996 when it purchased the assets of Green
Vermont History Expo Mountain Bank.

At the Tunbridge Fair Grounds A cacheted envelope was created for this special
“Old Bank Week” will be celebrated June 5-9  event, with the help of the Bethel Historical Soci-
with daily giveaways, drawings and refresh-  ety.

August 23 ments.

Special Program at the Bethel These envelopes may be purchased at the bank.

Quarry—Sponsored by There will be a special pictorial cancellation

available at the Bethel Post Office on Friday, —We werethrilled to learn from Sheila Jacobs,
June 9th. Y ou may request this cancellation on Branch Manager in Bethel, that the proceeds of
outgoing mail or on special covers for your the sale of these cachetswill be donated to the
collection. Bethel Historical Society.
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Bethel Remembers Its Italian Heritage

By Cristoforo Costanzo
This article first appeared in The Herald of Randolph
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The family names rolled off their tongues like music—names like Borella, Magrone, Peduzzi, Paini, Berini, Ceresa,
Qietti, Fumagalli, Caranchini, Tempesta, 1zzo, Brusa, Petrucelli and Graviano. Stories were recounted about Italian
food and how the children stomped fresh grapes from which the parents made wine and also the potent grappa li-
queur. There were memories of relaxing summer games of bocce on the grass, of Italian proverbs and expressions, of
letters from relatives back in Italy, and of hard work and happy times.

BHS president Nick Nikolaidis and vice-president Janet Burnham
examine the display of photos and memorabilia at last week's BHS talk
on Bethel's Italian heritage. (Herald / Chris Costanzo)

It was one of the Bethel Historical Society’ s best attended eventsin recent years, last Thursday, May 4—a gather-
ing to discuss and celebrate Bethel’ s Italian heritage. It featured atalk and slide show about Bethel’ s Italian commu-
nity, and was put on by Tunbridge's Bill Johansen with assistance from his wife Frances Peduzzi, whose grandfather
Lorenzo Peduzzi settled in Bethel in 1908.

Johansen focused his presentation on his wife's family, which is representative of Bethel’s Italian families of the
early 1900s. Frances Peduzzi’s grandfather, Lorenzo, was born in 1862 in Schignano, a small town in northern Italy
whose people have dedicated themselves for centuries to stone carving and quarrying. Driven by the poor Italian
economy, Lorenzo came to America, making five trips back and forth in seven years. By 1896 he and his wife Irene,
along with their two children Pietro (Peter) and Barbola (Barbara) were permanently settled in New England. For a
while they lived in Frankfort, Maine, where there was a stone quarry, and also lived in other granite producing areas
in Massachusetts and Connecticut. Once in America they had three more children—Anna, Aguinaldo (Jack), and
Libero Americo (Lee) whose first name means “free man” and whose middle name commemorated the new country.
The family finally settled permanently in Bethel where there were jobs for stone cutters and quarry workers.

“Theflats,” Johansen noted, was not originally an Italian neighborhood. In the late 1800s, William and Agnes
Hartwell became the owners of eight acres of land by the river, known at that time as “the flats meadow” and then
Hartwell Flat. In 1893 the Hartwells constructed a tenement there. The following year they sold some of that land to
Myron Safford who then built seven small houses in arow along a new road—DBridge Street—that the town had built
on the flats off of River Street. These were known as the Safford Houses. Each onewas 24’ X 24’, sited on afield-
stone cellar, with a central chimney, attached woodshed, and an outhouse in back. Around 1898 the Bethel Electric
Light and Power Company bought most of the flats to preclude litigation stemming from flooding caused in part by a
power dam that the company had built on the White River.

Early in the twentieth century the Woodbury Granite Company expanded into Bethel to exploit the town’s white
granite, and established a quarry just north of the village, which attracted Italian [abor to the town and to the
flats. From 1910 until the great flood of 1927, the flats were inhabited by Italian families, including the Peduzzi. But
the flood rendered the houses on the flats uninhabitable, forcing the inhabitants to move in with friends and relatives
elsewhere in Bethel. Johansen noted that underneath the forest that grew up east of the River Street Bridge after the
flood, the cellar holes of all eight homes are still much in evidence.

Of course, the Peduzzi family became American. The children attended grade school in Bethel and then went to
Whitcomb High School. One of the Peduzzi children, Aguinaldo (Jack), graduated from Whitcomb with honors and
received a scholarship to Dartmouth. He later founded the Empire Granite Company in Worcester, M assachusetts,
which still exists. Two Peduzzi girls married into other Italian families—the Caranchini and the Brusa. Their brother



Libber America (Lee) played basketball at Whitcomb and later bought afarm in Tunbridge. His daughter Frances
currently livesin Tunbridge with her husband Bill Johansen. One of the original Peduzzi siblings, Barbola, became
an avid photographer and world traveler. Her photographs and letters still exist, documenting the Italian period in
Bethel, and were part of Johansen’s presentation.

The family’s patriarch, Lorenzo Peduzzi, died in 1918 at the Windsor Hall Sanitarium, which is now Bethel’s Green
Hurst Inn, succumbing to silicosis, as so many quarry workers did in those days. He is buried with his wife Irene and
daughter Barbarain Cherry Hill Cemetery.

The original Italiansin Bethel left their mark in the Italian ancestry claimed proudly by many of the attendees at last
week’ s event. Although many descendants eventually moved away, the happy memories of Vermont have passed
down to their progeny elsewhere. Frances Peduzzi read a poem by her cousin Jackie Brusa to commemorate the 80™
birthday of her father Libero Americo (Lee) Peduzzi in 1986, which notes in part:

Days down the flat with White River
flowing by,
In the spring with its
blocks of ice piled high. . °

... The White River, where
you fished and swam many a day;,

When chores were done
and it was time to play -
Theriver flowed under the ==
wooden bridge B - 2=
Curving gracefully through |
the flat, past the graniteridge. . .

... Though the days of
Vermont may be far, far behind,

Its memories are firmly en-
graved in our mind.

From the enthusiasm that was expressed
last week, it seemed that many of today’s

Bethelites remember their Italian forbears
with similar fondness.




TheVermont History Expo 2006

will feature Vermont Women -
Bethel’s entry in that category will

n ## "! ﬂ; q&ﬁil (
Mary Parker and Mary Waller

Be sure to visit The Bethel Historical Society booth at the Expo
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Membership Drive

Our current membership drive, which started on
Town Meeting day, was very successful. Our
paid membership now stands at 167 members.

With our newly revised By-Laws, we are now
operating on a calendar year. By doing so, our
members all get 6 months of FREE membership.

With this newsletter we are sending out the
membership cardsto all our new members who
recently joined.

If you did not get a membership card, it means
that your membership is about to expire at the
end of June 2006. When you renew, your mem-
bership will be valid until December 2007.
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Welcome our newest member sl

Report on Special Meetings
April 19th
Joint Appraisal Night with

Sockbridge Historical Society
Once again Jim Marquis entertained the crowd with his
amusing and educational stories. It’s always fascinating
to see the treasures which are brought in at these ap-
praisals and at the same time raise some cash for both
societies.

\ ﬁqf“l 3/2006

On May 9th, Chris Hadsel presented her excellent
Vermont Painted Theater Curtain Slide Program.
She told about her quest to find and restore the forgot-
ten treasures which were once an important part of rural
Vermont entertainment. Chriswill be working on a
book which will capture some of the best curtains
painted by some very talented artists. Some of the
actual curtains will be on display in September at the
Shelburne Farms Museum.

On May 15th, our VP Janet Burnham spoke to a joint
gathering of the Rotary and BHS members. In her

program she told us about Charlie Fairbanks, a
Bethel Native Boy who fought in the Civil

War . Janet also shared many details about the War
itself. It was a fascinating and informative program.
Thank you Janet!



Excerpts from the

Whitcomb Broadcast
November 1935
Published by the students of Whitcomb High School
It isinteresting to note that this was a very professional-looking
publication. Published on glossy paper, complete with paid
advertisements from area businesses.
Subscription rates were:
15c per copy, 50c by mail

Under School News we find:

“Whitcomb has alternated a course in geology with the course
of biology this year. Although the courseis new, it isthe larg-
est elective classin the high school. Whitcomb is one of the
few schoals, if not the only high school in the state, to add ge-
ology toitslist of natural sciences. With the present earth-
quakes and land disturbances, the class finds that their know!-
edge of geology helps to understand the causes of these
events.”

Under the Smiles section:
Baseball
One day soon after school began,
Nason called to a baseball fan
To go down stairsinto the lab,
There to have a private gab.

Soon arrived the balls and bats,
Then came all of the baseball caps,
The boys went to practice every night
Down on the field and out of sight.

Then to Rochester went Whitcomb High,
And boy! The colors sure did fly,
And when our team came from the sticks,
They came with a score of 12 to 6.

Then on September seventeenth,
Chelsea came our team to meset,

But they went home with a sigh,

Asthe score came out just 7 to 5.

Then on September twenty-first,
The team with whom our game was first,
Came to Bethel suretowin,

But with 8 to 12 went home again.

A date for al of usto remember,
Is the 25th of September,
When South Royalton gained their fame,
And with 3 to 4 won the game.

Then on September 31st
Everyone with joy did burst.
South Royalton came up to our town,
But with 3 to 9 they soon went down.

When the new month had begun,
The Whitcomb boys outplayed the sun;
At Chelsea the score came out to be
Just exactly 3to 3.

We think our team did very good,
As the many people stood.
To watch a game with Whitcomb High,
May its glory never die.

Eileen Ellis, *36
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Editor’s note:
Wondering here if that game on “ September 31st”
was really on the 30th or October 1st?
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Interesting observation:
In 1935 there were thirty-two in the Freshmen class.

One half of them were non-resident students.
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It'shere! Thelong awaited book about the Peavine Railroad
e has been published. We are happy to inform our members
that we can sell this very interesting book through the Bethel
Historical Society. It isa 100-page, hard-cover full-format
7 book with high quality glossy pages full of exhaustive infor-
mation, delightful incidents and personalities, and 131 com-
.y pelling historical photographs, not counting the photos of all
sorts of tickets, schedules, invoices and the like.
g Although the information was gathered by the |ate Wes
Herwig, credit for the publication must go to his widow,
Mim Herwig and to Robert Jones, writer of several railroad
books and now publisher of the Evergreen Pressin Burling-
ton. If you have not yet obtained a copy, we highly recom-
mend that you get one. Thiswill also make a great gift.
P Call usif you would like one.....or more!
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Rock of Ages
Bethel Granite Quarry

The Bethel Business Association and Bethel Historical Society have been invited to visit the quarry on
Wednesday, August 23rd, starting at 6PM. Robert Campo of Rock of Ages, described the event as
follows:

“A short program that would educate your group to the quarrying process. In other words, explain how
we get blocks out of the ground. We can show everyone the different types of equipment used in the
guarrying process as well as to explain how we market and sell the blocks around the world for various
building projects. It will also give your group a chance to see what we actually do up there on Christian
Hill and hopefully to realize what a vital part of Bethel the quarry is.

After the program we can organize a little barbeque with hotdogs, hamburgers, beverages and such.

The quarry is a big part of Bethel's history and it's future and we welcome the opportunity to share this
with all of you.”

We will have to give Mr. Campo an approximate number of how many folks will be attending. So
anyone who would like to participate should let us know soon.

You may call, email or write to us.

See back page for contact info.
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Bethel Historical Society
PO Box 25
Bethel, VT 05032
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You can read the newsletter
=z and our meeting minutes i
on the Bethel Website i
& http://bethelvermont.com E:i
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Bethel History Quiz

Can you describethe location of this photo?

MAIL TO:

Place First
Class
Postage
Stamp Here

Thefirst two persons to send the correct answers viaUS mail, will receive a FREE ONE-

Y EAR membership to the Bethel Historical Society.

Please note, we had only planned to give away one prize in the last issue. However, 3 correct
answers arrived simultaneously. Therefore, we are giving away a prize to each of those

3 winners. Our last winners to correctly identify the Echo Farm were:

Joanne Wood, Ruth Manning, Peg Brainard. They all will receive an authentic advertising

blotter from the White River National Bank.

Please send your answer to: Nick Nikolaidis
1398 Brink Hill RD
Bethel, VT 05032
Make sureyou include your name and address
In the event of multiple answers, the earliest postmarked entry will win.



