
 
 
 
 

Just Visiting and other Vermont Sketches 
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The Bethel Historical Society 
recently received several 
boxes of the book Just Visit-
ing and other Vermont 
Sketches  
by Robert E. Bundy, 
 published in 1974, by The 
Countryman Press, Taftsville, 
VT in cooperation with the 
Bethel Historical Society. 
 
As it reads on the back cover 
of this book:  “ In these de-
lightful essays about the 
country around Bethel, Ver-
mont (where he was born), 
from its settlement in 1778 
until its “destruction”  in a 
vision of Doomsday, Mr. 
Bundy presents nostalgic vi-
gnettes of his own turn-of-
the-century childhood, and of 
the people, history, and leg-
ends of his beloved White 
River Valley.  Writing with a 
quiet wit and wisdom, the 
author also draws for inspira-
tion upon his years in China 
and Japan. 
 
After his graduation from 
Middlebury College, Mr. 
Bundy received his Master’s 
degree from Columbia Uni-
versity.  Mr. and Mrs. Bundy 
lived in Wuchong, China for 
several years, serving as a 
missionary teacher in Bonne 
College. Because of internal 
conditions in China, the 
Bundys were transferred to 
St. Paul’s University of To-
kyo in 1927. 

Returning to Bethel three 
years later, Mr. Bundy was 
for 20 years Town Clerk and 
correspondent for the White 
River Valley Herald,  where 
these articles first appeared.”  
 
Mr. Bundy was held in high 
esteem as an authority on 
town history and folklore. 
 
Allen R. Foley, retired profes-
sor of history at Dartmouth 
College, and author of What 
the Old Timer Said,  wrote the 
foreword of Mr. Bundy’s 
book. 
 
Allen R. Foley, wrote: “ these 
short pieces appeared over a 
period of many years in the 
newsy country paper, The 
White River Valley Herald, 
and so were prepared for a 
local Vermont audience with 
a critical eye that could judge 
the truth of what the author 
was a-talking “bout” .  
 
Many of the readers could 
actually recall the cutting 
down of the historic elm and 
remember the vacant place it 
left against the sky.  
 
Most of them had seen the 
stuffed panther in Montpelier, 
the last of those critters shot 
way back in 1881.   
 
They had all heard of the 
Granny Way Place and its 
nocturnal visitors and knew  
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Regular Meetings 

July 11  , 2005  7 PM 

August  8 , 2005  7 PM 

September 12, 2005  7 PM                              

October 3, 2005 7 PM 

At the Bethel Public Library 

June 25 & 26 

6th Annual Vermont  

History Expo 

Tunbridge Fair Grounds 

Hope to see you there! 
 For other events see the Bethel Website 

http://bethelvermont.com 
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the fun of  sugaring and how to 
treat a pig.  
 
And he reminded the younger 
generation of the magnificent 
salmon which each succeeding 
Spring brought up the Connecti-
cut River and its tributaries in 
vast numbers on their annual 
spawning run. 
 
And if they didn’ t know already 
Bundy gave them facts and fig-
ures and local color of the first 
railroad to invade the White 
River Valley. 
 
But the talk is mostly of Ver-
mont and like Vermont is all 
quite low key. It often reminded 
me of my visits with Dorrance. It 
is a most welcome contribution 
to the ever growing literature of 
the Green Mountain State.”  
 
                 Allen R. Foley 
 
 
The Bethel Histor ical Society is 
selling this book for  the 1974 
pr ice of $3.75. I f anyone would 
like to order  a copy by mail, 
please add $1.50 for  postage. 
Send your  order  to: 
Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 
Bethel, VT 05032 
 
Or you can pick one up at 
the Bethel Public Library or 
the Bethel Brick Store. 
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  SYNOPSIS:  
OUT OF TIME by Janet Hayward Burnham;  

Bethel, Vermont 05032 
                
Twelve year-old redheaded first cousins… Neilly Adams from Vermont and Jazeen Wiggins from 
California… come to a small town in Ohio to spend the summer with their eccentric Grandma T. 
Grandma T, who always dreamed of being a ballerina, doesn’ t simply sleep walk every night…she 
sleep dances. 
 
 At first meeting the girls seem to have nothing in common except their looks. One is taller and 
dusky skinned because her father is black. But other than that, they look very much alike, which  
isn’ t surprising since their mothers are identical twins. Not only do they have little in common…
one planning to be a scientist, the other a writer…they don’ t particularly like each other. What each 
had hoped was going to be a wonderful fun-filled summer, looks as though it’s going to be the 
worst summer vacation in recorded history. 
 
But something else is not quite right at Grandma T’s. It seems that the girls are being called to go 
back in time. It has something to do with their 4th great grandfather, Josiah Nickerson, who fought 
in the Civil War and was imprisoned in the infamous Confederate prison, Andersonville in Georgia. 
They are informed that Josiah is sick. Further, if he’s not ransomed out of Andersonville, he will 
surely die. And if he dies…everyone who came after him…including the girls themselves…will 
cease to exist! 
 
Jazeen says she’s going home to California. She’s not staying anyplace that’s haunted. 
But before she can bring herself to tell Grandma T that she wants to go home, things begin to fade. 
Grandma T’s arm, when she’s pointing at a blue heron flying by, seems to fade in and out. Jazeen’s 
left shoe begins to have the same problem. 
 
Whether they like it or not, there doesn’ t seem to be much of any choice in the matter. They are go-
ing to have to go back in time to try their best to get Josiah out of Andersonville. It’s either that, or 
…poof!…they’re gone. 
 
One of the girls being black of course makes an interesting problem in the slave owning south of 
the 1860’s. They learn to work together, to value each other’s strengths. They also learn some hard 
truths about the south and slavery…coming away with a better understanding of the problems that 
slavery caused, of the horrible price that was paid by everyone…southerners, and northerners, and 
the slaves themselves, to overturn a whole economy that was based on slave labor. They found that 
so much that they thought was black or white, right or wrong…was in reality shades of gray. As 
evidenced by the free slave, Sally Snow, who lived a free black woman in the midst of slavery be-
cause as she says… “  I owns this land and Sally can’ t move her land.”  They hear, too, of the  
plantation owner’s sister who was in danger of being imprisoned for teaching her slaves to read. 
 
The girls do manage to get their 4th Great Grandfather out of Andersonville and escape to the Union 
army lines…only to be suspected of being spies! Another famous Ohio red head, Uncle Billy, or as 
he’s officially known, General William Tecumseh Sherman, saves the day. 



Vermont History Expo 2005 
June 25-26       

Tunbridge World©s Fair Grounds 

Tunbridge, Vermont 

            Experience Vermont’s living history in this statewide celebration that spans generations. The 6th 

Annual Vermont History Expo, presented by the Vermont Historical Society, features distinctive exhibits 

from the collections of 145 local historical societies, museums, and heritage attractions; music and dance 

performances; traditional craft and historic preservation demonstrations; quilt and antique appraisals;  

children’s games and heirloom animals; historical talks and book signings; Saturday’s History-on-Parade; 

Sunday’s Box Lunch Auction; a Genealogy Resource Center, Revolutionary, Civil, and Korean Wars  

encampments; 19th-century one-room schoolhouse, blacksmith and printing shops; vintage agricultural 

equipment exhibits; and Food Court. 

For more information about the event, directions to Tunbridge, and area accommodations,  

Visit:   www.vermonthistory.org/expo  or contact the Vermont Historical Society at 802-479-8500.  

The common theme of this year’s exhibits is “ structures” . 

The Bethel Histor ical Society will participate once again this year.  Our exhibit will feature  a 

model of a plank wall construction house. This particular building style was very popular in the early 

1800’s.  According to our president, Don Hyde, there are still a few houses in the Bethel area with this 

type of construction. 

The Expo 2005  committee members working on this construction project are: 

Don Hyde, Don Brown, Janet and George Burnham and Cathy Day. 

For more information about our society’s Expo project, call Don Hyde at 763-7675 

 
 

* * ****************************  
We are happy to announce that Janet Hayward Burnham  

has another new book.  
 

OUT OF TIME by Janet Hayward Burnham;  
Published by: 

My Little Jessie Press 
Bethel, Vermont 05032 

 
Retail Price $14.95 

 Bethel residents can buy the book for $10 
 Please visit their website:  
www.mylittlejessiepress.com 

Annual Meeting 2005 
 
At the Annual meeting on 
June 6th, the following  
officers were elected: 
Don Hyde—President 
Nick Nikolaidis - Vice Pres. 
Rosella Pratt—Secretary 
Kent Batcheller—Treasurer 



. 

 

 

 

 

MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 
Bethel, VT 05032 

 

� ����� ��� 	�
 ��������
 ��������� ���	��� ����� ��� 	�
 ��������
 ��������� ���	��� ����� ��� 	�
 ��������
 ��������� ���	��� ����� ��� 	�
 ��������
 ��������� ���	������

� � � � � � � �� � 	�

 � � 
 ��� � � �� � � � �
� � � � �� � � � � � � � �

� � �  !"	donhyde.1@juno.com�
�
#!$� �
 � � 
��� !$%�� !%� " !� !
 �
� � � � � � &�� � � &�
� � �  !"	��� !$%' � !%� " !� !
 �$� � �
�
� � �  
( � � � 	�) � � *�+ *$, � ""� ��
� � $�� * � � 	�� � "� � �- !""� ��
� ( �  *� � 	�-  � � �
  . � � � �

 � � / � � �� !� � $*� � 	���  � � � �0� . � 
1( � 	�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz 
Can you identify the building on these two photos? 
The first two correct answers will receive 
a print showing the Bethel White Granite Quarry, signed & numbered 
by artist Maryanne Davis. 
 
The last mystery photo was correctly identified by three of our members as the Creek House 
on Route 12.  Congratulations and thank you for participating in our contest. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send your answer to: 
Nick Nikolaidis 

1398 Brink Hill RD 
Bethel, VT 05032 

Make sure you include your name and address 


