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White River Valley Historical Fair 
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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

    The 2009 White River Valley Historical Fair 
will take place on August 15th at the Whitcomb 
High School in Bethel. It will be a day packed 
with interesting activities, starting at 9am and 
running till 3pm. 
Eleven area historical societies will participate 
and will feature exhibits.  
Barnard, Bethel, Granville, Hancock, Hartford, 
Pittsfield, Rochester, Royalton, Sharon, Stock-
bridge and Tunbridge. 
 
Bethel Historical Society will be represented 
with three different exhibits which were previ-
ously shown at the Vermont History Expo in 
years past. These are  “The Two Marys” , The 
Peavine Railroad and Plank Houses. 
The Bethel Public Library will also participate 
with an exhibit and explanation of the role of 
the library in a small community. 
Other highlights include artisans and crafters: 
Sue Cain, Flax Spinner 
Remy Lary, Bird Carver 
Sandy Pierce, Broom Making and  
      Gourd Decorating 
Susan Remington, Apple Head Dolls 
Lynne Tattershall, Corn Husk Dolls 
John Washburn, Wood Carver 
Newton Williams, Chainlink Carver 
 
Speakers will present programs every hour 
 beginning at 10am. 
John Barrows, Log Drives on the White River 
John Dumville, The 1780 Royalton Raid 
Euclid Farnham, Covered Bridges of Vermont 
Tom Perera, The Peavine Railroad 
Julia Purdy, Ashes & Pearls— 
        The Saga of Potash 
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 	 	Regu lat ing 

Al l At Paradigm Consulting Co. 

All meetings take place in the  
Paradigm Consulting  

Conference Room, unless  

otherwise noted 

245 Main St., Bethel, VT 

************************* 

Regular  Meetings 

Monday, Sept. 14,  7PM 

Monday, Oct. 5,  7PM 

************* 

August 15, 2009 

White River Valley 
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9AM—3PM 

Whitcomb HS 

*********** 

Sept. 17th, 6:30pm 

Gary Wood presents 

“ The Wood Cuts of 
August Cook”  

Other participating organizations 
18th Vermont Regiment, Civil War 
Bethel Arts Council, Road Rally 
Paul Abajian, Postal History 
Joe Borgatti, Old Vermont Books & Postcards 
Vermont Philatelic Society, Display  
      Discontinued Post Offices 
Vermont Arts Council, Puzzle Project 
 
The Bethel Historical Society will have the offi-
cial souvenir of the Historical Fair 2009. It is a 
commemorative envelope with the special post-
mark of the day. Only 125 of these envelopes 
will be prepared and numbered.  
Many of the envelopes will be serviced with 
stamps which have connections to  Bethel and 
Vermont. 
The price will be $3 each with the proceeds to 
benefit the Bethel Historical Society. 
These envelopes will be available at the BHS’s 
booth during the day of the fair. We will also 
have other items for sale. 
Mail orders for the envelopes can be sent to 
Nick Nikolaidis, 1398 Brink Hill Rd, Bethel, VT 
05032 
Please include a self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope with your payment.  
 
Food will be available from the Whitcomb HS 
Boosters.  They always have a wonderful variety 
of both breakfast and lunch items. 
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From our files.  This picture shows some of  the oldest Bethel residents at the time. 
It was taken in 1900. Mrs. Chapman, seated in the second row, second from right, 
was 98 at the time. She lived to be 102. 
See article about Mrs. Chapman 
 
 
 

In the picture below: 
                             Mary Tyler 83           Miss Lucina Parker 83               Nancy Webster 80 
Julia Weston 81        Sarah Chapman  98     John M. Shaw 94            Laura Sparhawk 91        Orville Bowen 86 
Orris D. Wood 80        Simeon A. Webster  80       Moses B. Sargent 84       Joel Blackman 85      Charles P. Webster 84 
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One Hundredth Birthday Anniversary Program 

From  

The Vermonter 
A State Magazine 

March 1904 
 

A Daughter of the Revolution 
 
A veritable daughter of the American Revolution has 
just died in Vermont, in the person of Mrs. Sarah 
Blanchard Chapman, whose home had been in Bethel 
since 1815. 
 
Mrs. Chapman was born in Plainfield, NH, Sept 6, 
1802, and was the daughter of Simon and Jemima 
Chapman Blanchard. Simon Blanchard was a private 
in the company of Captain John Bradford in the 
regiment of Colonel Mason Nichols. He enlisted July 
19, 1777, and was discharged January 10, 1780. He 
moved with his family to Bethel in 1815, and here his 
daughter, Sarah was married Dec. 6, 1818 to Cyrus 
Chapman. The father and mother lived in Bethel until 
their death, the mother reaching the age of 80 years. 
Two sons and two daughters were born to Mr. & Mrs. 
Chapman, but they all died in early and middle life. 
Cyrus Chapman died Sept. 2, 1874, after more than 55 
years of wedded life. 
 
A few years ago she was made an honorary member  
of the Ottauquechee Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution of Woodstock. At the time of 
the centennial anniversary of her birth, Sept. 6, 1902, 
Mrs. Chapman appeared as vigorous and strong as 
many a woman of seventy years. Her face showed  
but few wrinkles, and her form was scarcely bent. 
Upon the occasion of the visit of President Roosevelt 
to Bethel, August 30, 1903, Mrs. Chapman occupied  
a seat on the platform and was presented to the  
president. 
 
Mrs. Chapman had always been an exceedingly busy 
woman. Her life had been full of work, and even in  
her later years her hands had seldom been idle. She 
was a fine knitter and many pairs of mittens had been 
made by her. She was very fond of reading and the 
bible was her favorite book, and was often seen in the 
window reading it by passers by. 
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The Bethel Courier 
June 13, 1935 

Oldest Resident in Fine Health 
Mrs. Eleanor (Davis) Wilson, Bethel’s oldest resident,  

will celebrate her 92nd birthday tomorrow. 
She is in excellent health and spirits and her mind is 
keen and active. People who have visited her during 
the past few months at her home in Lympus, with her 

daughter, Mrs. Wilbur Dartt, are always much im-
pressed by the youthful appearance of one who, ac-

cording to the calendar, was born June, 14, 1843. Mrs. 
Wilson makes the United States seem a very young 

nation after all. George Washington had been dead for 
only forty-three years when she was born,, she was a 

girl of five when the Mexican War began, a woman of 
22 when the Civil War broke out, and has already 

lived thirteen years after the close of the Great War 
and still has many active and happy years to be with 

us, we trust. When she was born, the geographies had 
“Great American Desert”  marked on most of the area 
west of the Mississippi to the Rockies; the first trans-
continental railroad was still over thirty years away; 
the Central Vermont had not been built through this 
valley. She has seen the whole way of living become 
revolutionized — first by steam, then by the gas en-
gine, and the electric motor, the air conquered by the 
plane, the depths by the submarine; space made noth-
ing by the radio. What a ninety-two years for a human 
being to live. What does our little “depression”  look 
like laid up against the happenings during the span of 
this woman’s life alone? “And a thousand years are 
but as yesterday when it is passed, and as a watch in 

the night.”  
 

Mrs. Wilson has living the following direct descen-
dants to wish her well on her  birthday. Sons and 
daughters: Samuel R. of Fort Collins, Colorado; Lucy 
E. (Mrs. Frank Tucker) of Keene, New Hampshire; 
Mary P. (Mrs. Delbert Haraden) of Randolph;Jennie 
K. (Mrs. Nat Dustin) of Randolph; Charles W. ; Fan-
nie G. (Mrs. Wilbur Dartt), Frank M. and Alma L 
(Mrs. Fred Olmstead) all of Bethel. Grandsons and 
granddaughters—Lucy (Mrs. Parrie) and Richard of 
Wyoming; Florry (Mrs.Carl Chamberlin) of Brattle-
boro, and Hazel (Mrs. George Rowe) of Keene, 
N.H.;Nina, (Mrs. Newell Tilton) of Randolph; Laur-
ence Haraden of Bethel, Ervil Haraden of Randolph; 
Clifford Dustin of Randolph;Burns W. Dartt, Ralph 
W. Dartt of Bethel and Gertrude (Mrs. Lee Ward) of 
Barnard; Marie Wilson of Springfield, Mass., and 
Blanche, (Mrs. John Miller) of Springfield, Mass.;  
 

Harley and Olin Olmstead of Woodstock and Winnie 
and Fredrick Olmstead of Bethel. Great-grandsons and 

great-granddaughters are Mary and Grace Parrie of 
Wyoming; Vera Chamberlain Sargent, Charles and 

Annie Chamberlain of Brattleboro, Vt., Eleanor, Edna, 
Anita and Julius Tucker of Keene, N.H., Hollis, 

Priscilla, Janice and Muriel Rowe of  Brattleboro; Isa-
belle, Myrtle and Otis Tilton of Randolph, Donald, 

Robert, Marcia and Mary Dustin of Randolph; Eleanor 
Ward of Barnard; Evans and Rebecca Colby and Mar-
garet, Merriam and Everett Olmstead of Woodstock. 
A party will be held at the home of Mrs. Delbert Ha-

raden in Randolph the coming Sunday. 
Best Wishes are extended by everyone to Mrs. Wilson 

on her birthday. 
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Bethel has produced some  
noteworthy individuals. 

Among them was 
 Dr. Jeanette Child Freeman. 
One of the first women who  
became doctors in Vermont. 

She lived to the age of 93 and therefore 
deserves to be featured in this special 
 issue about Bethel’s older citizens. 

 
 

From The Bethel Courier 
July 20, 1933 

 
 
 
 

Death of Dr. Jeanette Child Freeman 
 
Dr. Jeanette Child Freeman died the morning of July 13th 
at the home of her brother, Daniel Child, on Pleasant Street 
at the age of 93,  thirteen days. Death came from no par-
ticular cause, save the wearing out of the body. An active, 
full life, devoted to high alms of service.  Nearly all of the 
facts of Dr. Freeman’s life were given in the June 30th is-
sue of the Courier on the occasion of her 92nd birthday. 
She was  born July 1, 1840, in Bethel, on the place  now 
owned by Pearl M. Savage, daughter of Lyman and Eliza-
beth (Blanchard) Child. She attended the Flynn district 
school, was graduated from Randolph Normal School, then 
in spite of the general attitude if that day that “woman’s 
place was the home”, went to the University of Michigan, 
where she studied medicine and received the degree of 
M.D. in 1889.  Thus she was one of the first women in the 
state to receive such a degree. Following her graduation she 
began practice in Bethel and continued for several years, 
specializing in obstetrics. To her dying day she was filled 
with high enthusiasm on the subject of eugenics, and firmly 
believed that the children of succeeding generations could 
be  
 
Given by their mothers before birth much strength which is 
now commonly denied them.  Again we recall her words of 
a year ago, “My message to women is that the greatest 
thing they can do is to see to it that the children are well 
born.”  
 
Not a little of Dr. Freeman’s energies were used in the care 
of her parents when they became old and needed her.  And, 
in turn, her brother, Daniel, was most painstaking to make 
her last years comfortable, watching over her as over a 
child and sparing nothing for her comfort. Others who as-
sisted Mr. Child in the doctor’s care were Mrs. Ada Wil-
liams of Randolph, Mrs. Fred Wagner of Royalton and 
Mrs. Florence Cook, who was with her at the end. 
 
On August 6, 1903, she was married to Dr. Daniel Bigelow 
Freeman, a former schoolmate and veteran of the Civil 
War.  The couple resided in Bethel during their married life 
and until Dr. Freeman’s death on Oct. 21, 1906. 
 
The Funeral was held Saturday afternoon in Christ Church, 
Bethel, Rev. F. M. DeForest, the rector, and Rev. Robert C. 
Wilson of Windsor officiating. The bearers were Rollin 
Gilson, Guy Wilson, John Wilson and R. E. Bundy. Intern-
ment was in Fairview cemetery, not far from the place of 
her birth. 
 
Among those present from out of town were Dr. and Mrs. 
F. A. Eaton, Mrs. Ada Williams and Miss Eloise Tewsk-
bury of Randolph, Mrs. Fred Wagner and Miss Marion 
Wagner of Royalton, Joseph Wilson of Montpelier and 
Mrs. Robert C. Wilson of Windsor. 
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Laura Sparhawk 91 yrs. old in 1900 
 

 

   
From the Bethel Illustrated 1895 

Longevity of life in Bethel 
 

An examination of the town records of Bethel, 
reveals the fact that this town stands with the 
first in the state as regards longevity of life, 
one person reaching the age of one hundred 

and three years, four months and fifteen days. 
The following list gives the names of those 

that have lived to be over eighty years old, the 
list being taken from the town records from 

1862 to the present time (1895). 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
Hulda S. Robertson was the person who 

reached over 103 years of age. 
 

It then lists 134 names and the ages as  
well as the year they died. 

It is interesting to note that 26 of  
those persons reached ages over 90. 

* *****************************  
Quoting from Bethel I llustrated 1895 
Mrs. Patty Richardson was born at Hampton, 
Conn. Feb. 1, 1801.  In 1895 she lived in East 
Bethel with her son-in-law, P.C. House and 
was the oldest resident living in the town. It 
says: “….with the exception of being deaf, is 
in possession of her faculties and able to re-
member and tell of interesting events which 

happened in her childhood. ……. 
Her health is good, her appetite perfect, while 
she seldom misses a good night’s sleep. Dur-
ing pleasant weather Mrs. Richardson moves 

around out of doors and enjoys the visits of her 
neighbors and acquaintances. 

Mrs. Richardson was the widow of Godfrey 
Richardson, soldier in the Revolutionary War 

and was at the Battle of Bunker Hill. His 
widow is one of the very few people in the 

United States who receives a pension from the 
government for services rendered in the  

Revolution 

 

Mrs. Patty Richardson  



7  

The Italian Invasion of Bethel 
  Bill Johansen gave another great presentation 
with slide show on his research about Italian 
families in Bethel around the turn of the Cen-
tury. We  look forward to seeing all this in a 
book soon. 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

The Third Annual Postcard and History Fair  took 
place on Saturday, May 23, 2009 at the Whitcomb High 

School. It was another very successful event. The 4th Annual 
Postcard and History Fair has already been scheduled for 

May 29th, 2010. 
  

The Bethel Antiques Road Show with well-known  
auctioneer and appraiser Josh Steenburgh. 

was a new feature this year. Some folks were pleasantly sur-
prised by the estimated values of their items. 

In addition to the dealers set up inside, there was a FLEA 
MARKET outside under the walkway  

canopy of the school. 
 

Visitors and exhibitors were able to buy food during the event 
from WHS Boosters . We always appreciate their  

participation at our events.  
 

Special Thank  You 
The Bethel Historical Society 
 would like to express sincere  

thanks to our members 
Keith Bollman, Rick Benson,  

Scott Putney and John Hubble for always 
being available to help in many tasks. 

We are proud and very lucky to  have you 
as members. 

 
* ************************  

PLEASE NOTE 
I f you see a blue sticker on the front of 
your newsletter it means we show you 

as not having renewed for 2009. 
Please renew soon, we don’ t want to 

drop you from our mailing list. 
 

 
 

Does anyone re-
member this 

place  
and where it 
was located? 
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Several of our members have given  
memberships as gifts to friends and family.  
We appreciate your continued suppor t.  

Thank you also to everyone who has  
renewed again this year.  

 The dues are still only $5 per person. 
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MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz. 
This postcard is dated 1915. 

Can you identify the house and its location?  
The first person to send the correct answer 

via US Mail will receive: ONE YEAR FREE MEMBERSHIP TO BHS 
 
Please send your   
answer  to:   
    Nick Nikolaidis    
    1398 Br ink Hill RD  
    Bethel, VT 05032         
      

 Make sure you include your   
name &  address  

In the event of multiple  
CORRECT answers,  

the ear liest postmarked  
entry will win. 

                                       
 
 
 
 

 
There was no winner  in our  last quiz. 

 
 

You can see the newsletter in 
COLOR & our meeting min-
utes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 


