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FLOWER BASKET DONORS
REVEL AT BBA RECEPTION

Donors to Bethel's Hanging Basket Project jamirtined
offices of Paradigm Consulting Company one evetasy
month to enjoy a groaning board of assorted dabsawith a
continuing background of mellow music. Food andsimwere
provided courtesy of the Black Forest Café and digna
Consulting, both BBA members..

The occasion was a Bethel Business Associatiomptieceto
thank the many who donated funds for the hangirsiydta that
now festoon Main Street. Earlier this year the B&Aed to
purchase mounting rods for the baskets to be planddenty
light poles in Bethel Village. Subsequently, welko forty
individuals and corporations made it possible tochase the
17-inch flower baskets and provide for their maatece.

The hanging basket project stemmed from the BBAthBI
Revitalization Initiative led by Peter Nikolaidia@Kirk White.
The initiative is designed to mobilize Bethel's paawn
committees and civic groups for greater efficieang
coordinated purpose.

“This is the first step of many more to follow thvail bring
together the people of Bethel to revitalize our ommity,” said
BBA president Nick Nikolaidis.

Janet Burnham, Nick, Anne and Heidi Nikolaidis enjoy emselves
at last month’s BBA blowout



BETHEL RELUCTANTLY
APPROVES A SCHOOL BUDGET

In late July, Bethel voters approved a school
expenditure budget of $4,546,972 for the current
fiscal year by a vote of 106 to 100. They also
approved, by an almost unanimous voice vote, a
special appropriation of $33,000 to remove asbest
tiles from school premises and replace them with
new tiles.

The expected tax impact of the combined budget
and asbestos removal appropriation will be about
$2.16 per $100 of property value for residential
property, with a cap of 3.29% on household incom
under $75,000 for a house and first two acres. The
tax rate for non-residential property is $1.81, and
not affected by the budget.

Back in May, the voters by an overwhelming vote
of 125 to 45 had turned down a budget that would
have resulted in a tax rate of $2.40 and a sclaol t
cap of 3.65% of household income under $75,000
a house and first two acres. On June 21, thewoter
turned down a revised budget by 64 to 53 that woJ
have resulted in a tax rate of $2.26 and a cap of
3.44%. The tax rate in 2004 had been $2.09 and t
cap was 3.33%.

As a result of the late vote, Bethel's school prope
tax bill will be sent out late this year, at thedeof
August, and the first installment will not be dusil
late September. Usually, Bethel taxpayers receive
their bill on August 15 payable in two equal
installments due on September 15, and November
15.

Bethel’s cost per pupil in its schools is the fifth

highest in the state, and there has been much local

dissatisfaction with the high and steadily incragsi

school tax rate. Many voters are pinning theirdsop
on the possible consolidation of the schools imBlket
and Royalton to achieve a greater economy of sca

A consolidation committee is studying the
possibility of a school merger, and its
recommendations will be put before the voters @ th
fall of 2006. A consensus is developing that nas
longer economically viable for Bethel to maintain a
completely separate K-12 school with low student
population of 315, which is decreasing every year.

BETHEL TOWN-WIDE PROPERTY
REAPPRAISAL HAS BEGUN

Bethel's decennial town-wide tax reappraisal of
all Bethel real estate has begun. They are
currently visiting properties in Bethel-Gilead.
Whenever possible they are calling ahead for
appointments.

The reappraisal is necessary to bring Bethel's
grand list up to current market values from thé lag
appraisal carried out ten years ago. At the
moment, through statistical analysis of recent
property transfers, the state estimates that Bsthe
1996 grand list in general reflects only 83.81% of
today’s market value of Bethel property.
Thefigure is expected to be about 80% next year

Per state law, school property taxes must be
adjusted every year to reflect such estimated
changes in general property valu€3nce the
adjustment goes down to 80%, the law requires g
formal reappraisal. Once current reappraisals ar
known, the adjustment will not be necessary.
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For some property owners there is a possibility
that the reappraised values of many properties wjll
end up higher than the state’s previous adjusted
statistical estimate, resulting in even higher stho
property taxes for some property owners

The property reappraisals will be reflected in the
2007 property tax bills.

e.




ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD ISSUES MIXED RULING ON BETHELM ILLS

Early this month Vermont’s state environmeibiadrd, acting on an appeal by Bethel Mills, overta a
ruling by the district environmental commissiorMiarch, 2004, that Bethel Mills must plant and maimntan
evergreen hedgerow to provide screening betweeBdlieel Mills warehouse and nearby residential prop
owned by Mary Pavone. At the same time, the bosfidsed Bethel Mills’ appeal to overturn the distri
commission’s declaration of jurisdiction over ana@eént residential lot owned by Bethel Mills sitedto the
north of the Bethel Mills industrial facility, beeen the facility itself and the Pavone property.

TheMarch district rulings had been made
pursuant to Bethel Mills’ application for a permit
for improvements to the Bethel Mills facility that
were made in the 1980s and 1990s, but for which
Bethel Mills had not sought Act 250 permit approval
at that time. The improvements involved the removal
of a sawmill and the construction of a warehouse,
storage racks and sheds, site paving, and related
infrastructure.

In overturning the district commission’s 2004
ruling regarding the hedgerow last week, the state
board noted that Bethel Mills’ improvements at its
facility, including the warehouse, constituted a
“vast” aesthetic improvement over the site as it
existed before. The board also commented that any
adverse aesthetic impact specifically from the Bethel Mills’ Lang Durfee makes a point before the
warehouse is reduced because it built on a lower state environmental board last February
elevation than surrounding residences.

As for continued environmental jurisdiction oBethel Mills’ adjacent residential parcel, theabw noted that
the parcel provides screening, both visual andl doeaween the Bethel Mills industrial facility ather
residential land, so the legal “nexus” betweenBh#hel Mills’ industrial facility and its resideiadi parcel in
terms of environmental regulation should not be cut

It is not yet known whether Bethel Mills will muefurther legal or administrativeemedies tesever its
adjacent residential parcel from thgisdiction of the district environmental authgeg. Bethel Mills
management has previously notedt in view of local zoning rulings the parcel gday no industrial or
commercial roleThe company has expressed its concern that ifalmepremains subject to the jurisdiction of
local environmental authorities because of a dedl@nexus” with the Bethel Mills industrial facylitit may be
difficult to find a buyer for it ag residential property.

~ BBA HAS SET DATES FOR 2006 LEGISLATIVE BREAKFASTS \

The BBA has set the dates for its series of fourdeslative breakfasts during the 2006 legislative ssion.
They will take place on the last Monday of each mah--January 30, February 27, March 27, and April
31 respectively. Our legislative breakfasts offer the public an oppdunity to hear about current
legislative developments directly from our legislairs, and to ask questions. The BBA invites our coiy
senators as well as other political figures whosectvities might be of interest. The public is invied to
attend, and refreshments are served.
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WORK ON CHURCH STREET BRIDGE DELAYED TIL SEPTEM BER

Although the contractor for the new permanentiCh Street Bridge was supposed to begi
the demolition of the old bridge in mid July, tstart up has been delayed to September
because Verizon will not have relocated its utilibes over the old bridge until then.

In view of Verizon’s unresponsiveness, as @&ead by town and state authorities
regarding the removal of the of the conduits, #edboard in late July issued a directive to
Verizon to removall utility lines from the old bridge by August &, else face having them
removed. While the directive seems to have put2derinto action working on the conduits,
there is disappointment that the bridge constranowdl be delayed until September. The
selectboard’s consensus is that there is no clitw let Verizon finish the job. It is not yet
known how much the bridge construction delay tdye@eptember will cost the town.

The office of senator Jim Jeffords has annodrtleat the new federal highway bill will
provide millions of dollars to improve roads in Viewnt, and that one of the various state
projects mentioned for a $3.9 million portion oétappropriation is Bethel's Church Street
Bridge. The town is approaching appropriate stéteials to see if the new federal money
could be used to reduce the town’s share of this @dthe new bridge--a share currently
projected at $365,000.
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