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BBA PLANNING SPRING EXPO, MAY MARKET BETHEL ITEMS  
 

     So far this year, the BBA has sponsored a series of lively legislative 
breakfasts (and is poised to do it again during the coming legislative 
session), decorated Bethel’s downtown with American flags and beautiful 
hanging flower baskets, installed trash receptacles on Main Street, held 
numerous social mixers with member firms, and established a town website 
(www.bethelvermont.com). 
 

     And other projects are in the making, representing Bethel’s new vigor as 
exemplified by the BBA’s Bethel Revitalization initiative (see back page). 
 

     At the BBA’s September 7 meeting, members discussed the possibility of 
organizing Bethel’s First Home and Garden Expo next spring with the 
participation of Bethel businesses that provide goods and services in these 
areas. BBA president Nick Nikolaidis appointed Kirk White and Bev 
Washburn to be co-chairs of a committee to pursue the matter further.  
Members who deal in home and garden products should expect an 
exploratory call or visit from either White or Washburn. 
 

     Another project that generated some excitement among BBA members is 
a fundraiser by which the BBA will produce and sell an item representing 
Bethel. Not only would it raise money for the BBA, but would serve to 
advertise our town beyond its confines.  Among items suggested were a 
sculpture of the famous strain of Bethel apples, or a chair or other furniture 
decorated with renditions of the Bethel apple, or similar Bethel themes.  
Ellen Nobile, who suggested the idea, will chair the project. 
 
 



 BBA MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN BETHEL’S ANNUAL FALL FES TIVAL  

 
  The all-day Bethel Fall Festival on September 10, organized by BBA member Willie Walker and his team, 
was an unqualified success this year, in part because of the reinstitution of the morning parade, organized by 
BBA member Mary Floyd.  The Grand Marshal of the parade was long-time BBA member Newall Wood, who 
rode in the place of honor, right in front after the state police escort and the Boy Scouts escorting the colors. 
� 
   Then there were vehicles from the White River  
Ambulance Service and from the local fire departments. 
A squad of goats marched by, tended by young personnel  
from the New Beginnings Dairy Farm, followed by a 
number of old-fashioned bicycles. The Bethel Historical 
Society’s Sandy Levesque and Mary Pavone, appeared in  
19th century dress, carrying a banner proclaiming a tour 
the following day of historic Bethel-Gilead.        
� 
   There was a gorgeous vintage Pontiac painted in pastel 
tones, and a handsome black Pontiac celebrating the 
Rotary Club’s youth exchange program. A vehicle from 
Matt’s Lawn Care and Car Detailing hauled a float  
representing the Bethel Library, bearing a young woman            BBA president Nick Nikolaidis took part in       
reading  a book and with a sign urging everyone to “Read,                       Bethel’s Fall Festival Parade 
Read, Read.”  Whitcomb’s Student Council was also there  with a large hornet mascot. Members  of 
St.Anthony’s Church came, with their new  priest Father O’Leary. Then there were horses and  riders, followed 
by a caravan of diverse tractors of different makes and epochs--McCormicks, John Deeres, Allis Chalmers‘, and 
Cases. 
   
   Vermont Castings had a float displaying an exemplar of its famous stoves, and there was a  float 
representing the recently re-opened Tozier’s Restaurant, bearing a waitress who dispensed ice cream cones to 
the crowd. A particularly important float commemorated GW Plastics celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. 
BBA president Nick Nikolaidis participated in the parade driving a DR Powerwagon. 
 
   BBA member Bob Dean produced a touch of real excitement during the festival when he suddenly appeared 
in the cloudless sky overhead in a single engine, double wing, open cockpit Great Lakes airplane, and 
performed a range of aerobatics, flying upside down, doing spirals and impressive loops to the “Ooohs” and 
“Aaahs” of the crowd.  
     
               SELECTBOARD CONSIDERS TOWN OFFICE IMPROVEMENTS  
� 

   In early September, town manager Dell Cloud and Bethel’s selectmen carried out a brainstorming session 
regarding possible improvements to the town offices located in Bethel’s “old creamery.”  
� 

   As a first priority, to comply with federal laws, the selectmen are considering running a handicapped access 
ramp along the north side of the building, leveling off and turning at an angle into the building, and then running 
one direction and then another inside until it reaches floor level. Once at floor level there are several different 
levels on one floor, so short ramps would have to be installed to allow access to different offices and the 
bathroom.  Also being considered is an expansion of meeting rooms into heretofore little-used unfinished space in 
the building. 
� 

   The selectmen will consider the matter further at forthcoming meetings. Any funds for upgrading the town 
offices will be part of next year’s budget proposal to be placed before the voters on town meeting day. 



              BBA’s Bob Dean performed aerobatics at this year’s Bethel Fall Festival 

                               BETHEL TOWN PLAN IN THE MAKING 
� 
   Since last spring, Bethel’s planning commission has been meeting regularly to write Bethel’s new town plan, 
due for approval next year. At the moment, the commission is formulating an opinion survey to glean the 
public’s vision for Bethel's future. 
� 
    Town plans are revised every five years. Although the current town plan was completed in March of 2001, its 
approval was delayed until August that year, pending resolution of certain issues that emerged in public 
hearings. Therefore, the deadline of the new plan won’t be until August 2006. The planning commission and�the 
selectboard will hold separate public hearings on the proposed new plan prior to final selectboard approval.  
� 
   Among the purposes of a town plan is to define a consensual vision for the future in terms of community 
values and goals,�establish a process for orderly growth and development, and�balance competing interests and 
demands. Although the plan will not have the force of statute, it serves as a statement of public policy and a 
guide to the formulation of local by-laws, and as an aid to judicial findings. The BBA’s Bethel Revitalization 
Initiative and the town plan should therefore complement each other. 
� 
   The new plan�has several sections apportioned for drafting among the seven�planners and other 
knowledgeable community members.  These include�an introduction dealing with Bethel’s future in general, a 
town history,�sections on population, the economy, land use, transportation, public utilities and facilities, 
natural, historic and scenic resources, agriculture, forestry, housing, energy, and a general overview of Bethel’s 
place in the region.� There is also�a section on plan implementation, as well as maps. 
 
   Bethel’s planning commission is chaired by BBA member Craig Wortman, and includes Davis Dimock, Peter 
Dohrn, David Eddy, Carla Hodgdon, Joanne Kent, and BBA member Eric Richardson.  They have begun to 
tackle the new five-year town plan.  The BBA urges members to contact the planners with any issues or 
suggestions regarding Bethel’s growth and development. 



                BBA’S BETHEL REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE  
                                       Co-Chairs:  Peter Nikolaidis and Kirk White 
 

Mission: 
 

      --to encourage interaction, cooperation, and communication between the town’s various organizations, 
businesses, clubs, individuals and town government in the following goals: 
 

                           -    Identify the town’s business, social, aesthetic and cultural assets 
                 -    Assist the Town Planning Commission in defining the community’s 
                          vision and goals for the future 
                 -    Assist in the implementation of the goals and vision set forth by the 
                         Town Plan, and regularly assess progress towards achieving those goals 
                 -    Promote the growth and development of Bethel’s business community,  
                          its  social organizations and activities, its cultural climate, and  
                          aesthetic assets in a mutually inclusive and beneficial manner.  
 

Business Revitalization: 
 

                 -    Welcome Packets to new residents 
                 -    Business Prospectus Packet 
                 -    Full store fronts 
 

Social Revitalization: 
 

-     Encourage more community events 
-     Encourage more group participation in each other’s events 
-     Support local organizations and groups 
-     Welcome Packets 

 

Aesthetic Revitalization: 
 

-     BBA downtown beautification project 
-     Buildings 
-     Colorful banners 
-     Signs pointing into town 

 

Cultural Revitalization:  
 

-     Encourage more concerts, festivals, classes, arts 
-     Encourage school and social groups to cooperate and coordinate events 
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