
Improvements on Bethel Town Hall 
 

Now that the work has begun on the “ improvements on the  
Bethel Town Hall”  we thought this article was very timely.  

It comes from the Bethel Courier,  
Thursday, October 30, 1930 
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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 
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Bethel voters on Election day will have 
a chance to inspect the improvements 
which have been made on the Town 
Hall since May 1st under the direction 
of Selectman E. E. McIntyre. 
A cement walk 42 feet by 10 feet has 
been laid from the street to the entrance 
and a cement floor in the lower hall-
way. In the basement space has been 
made for the fire truck with cement 
floor, 48 feet by 24 feet, as well as ce-
ment floor  24 feet by 12 feet in the 
town lockup. The beds in the lockup 
have been furnished with new mat-
tresses and new blankets secured 
through the efforts of Mrs. John J. Wil-
son, overseer of the poor. 
The walls of the hallway and of the 
main hall have been murescoed. New 
plastering has been done on proceeds of 
a lecture donated by Mrs. W. C. Clif-
ford, amounting to about $22. Business 
men subscribed $150 for a new stage 
curtain. As there was some delay in fur-
nishing  this, the firm, the Spencer  
Sign Service of Barre, refunded their 
ordinary commission of $30. Mr. 
McIntyre applied $10 of this to gilding 
and painting  the stage over the foot-
lights and turned over the balance of 
$20 to the town treasurer. 
 

The tower has been painted and alumi-
num varnish applied to the metal parts. 
The eagle has been coated with gold 
leaf. 
The expense to the town will be ap-
proximately $690 for the basement, 
about $30 outside of contributions and 
refunds, for the main hall, and $121.24 
for the repairs on the tower. 
These new improvements with those 
made last year in the form of cement 
cobble gutters on the outside and refit-
ted dressing rooms under the stage, 
leave the Town Hall in very good con-
dition. 
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At our Headquarters 

Monday, 7PM, Oct. 1, 2007 

Monday, 7PM, Nov. 5,2007 
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        A WALK ON THE FLATS 
 
 
On Saturday the 6th of October, the Bethel Histori-
cal Society is presenting A Walk On The Flats. 
The Flats along the White River in Bethel was 
home to many quarrymen and stone cutters who 
with their families immigrated to the US from Italy 
at the beginning of the 20th century. The men came 
to work the quarry and stone for Woodbury Gran-
ite, which is now owned by Rock of Ages. Most of 
what remains from a century ago are stone founda-
tions, stories and memories, since the flood of '27 
destroyed most of the houses. Two that were sal-
vageable were moved to other sites. 
 
The walk will be led by our intrepid guide, Bill 
Johansen. Bill, for quite some time, has been gath-
ering information for a book on Bethel's Italian 
community. 
 
The walk will begin at 2 pm from Summersweet 
Floral, which is on your left immediately after the 
underpass for the RR on River Street...heading 
west out of the village on Rte 107....and before the 
River Street Bridge. 
 
The walk will be in two parts. The first part from 
Summersweet  down along the river. The second 
part will start from the Blue Hill Dam site. The 
second phase of the walk will begin at approxi-
mately 2:45 – 3pm. 
 
Since the trekking from River Street to the Dam is 
through some thick undergrowth and blow downs, 
many may choose not to walk the whole way. 
 
 To drive to the Blue Hill Dam: Blue Hill Dam is a 
west turn off of Rte 12 on Vermont Castings Road. 
If you're coming from Summersweet, the road is 
on your right. Follow the road across the RR 
tracks, turn left at the T.  
 
The walk is free. 
Suggestion: wear your boots. 
 
Rain date is Sunday, October 7th,  
same time, same place 
 
 



 
 

Postcard Fair Debuts in Bethel 
By John Lutz 

This article appeared in the Herald of Randolph on May 24, 2007 
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It featured Historical Displays and Exhibits 
by local businesses and organizations, who are so  

generously sponsored this event  
Thank you again to everyone  
who made this event possible. 

 
Amid numerous displays, John Lutz, Nick  
Nikolaidis, and Phil Mollitor compare notes  
at Bethel's first Postcard and History Fair Sunday. 
(Herald / Bob Eddy) 
 
* ***************************************  
Bethel, Vermont has a rich history. Nick Nikolaidis, 
president of the Bethel Historical Society, faced the 
challenge of how to introduce that history to local 
residents, both new and old. He found the solution 
in an innovative Postcard and History Fair that was 
held last Saturday in the Whitcomb High School 
gym. 
 
Using his hobby world contacts, Nikolaidis  
persuaded five major postcard dealers, each with 
inventories of more than 100,000 postcards, to 
come to Bethel and participate in a new event.  
Nine other dealers also came with books, ephemera, 
stamps, and postal history. 
 
This alone would have been noteworthy, but  
Nikolaidis added another innovation—preparing 
exhibits of the history of many of Bethel's  
businesses and services. These included Bethel 

 Mills, Valley Motor Sales, the Rotary Club, Spaulding 
Press, Mascoma Bank and Ultramotive Corporation. In 
each of the 18 exhibits were old photographs, period ad-
vertisements, and clippings of related newspaper articles. 
 
The event was well attended by both young and old. 
Some were members of other local historical societies, 
who liked what they saw and began asking questions 
about what was responsible for the Bethel society's  
current resurgence. Other attendees were residents of  
Bethel for many years and were delighted to find 
postcards showing scenes of a century ago. 
 
Still others were new families that have recently moved 
to the area and who wanted to learn more about their 
town's history. At just about every venue, there was a  
reminder of the 1927 flood and how it impacted the town. 
The interest in postcards was such that a future Bethel 
Historical Society program will be presented to tell  
members about the basics of postcard collecting and how 
postcards are linked to history. 
 
Best of all, it was a financial success for the Historical 
Society. This free-admission event garnered more  
revenue than any previous fundraising effort. The 
school's Booster Club also benefited from the food sales 
at the History Fair. 
 
"All afternoon I was asked the question", said Nikolaidis, 
"will you do this again next year?" 
 
"With the attendance and response we received," he  
continued, "we certainly will! We hope to hold next 
year's Postcard and History Fair, again in the Whitcomb 
High School gym, on Saturday, May 24, 2008." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A special THANK YOU to all of our sponsors: 
Bethel Mills Lumber 

Ultramotive Corporation 
Bethel Rotary Club 

Paradigm Consulting Co. 
Spaulding Press 

White River Credit Union 
Mascoma Savings Bank 
Randolph National Bank 

Valley Motor Sales 
Newall Wood 



 
 

 We recently came across a scrapbook, about Olgie Lamear, 
in the backroom of our museum.  The paper clippings answer 
many of our previously unanswered questions which were 
posed to our readers in a previous newsletter. Since there has 
been so much interest in Olgie, we wanted to share some of 
this information with you.  
Following are some articles and pictures which we hope you 
will find interesting. 
 

From the Rutland Herald, 1953 
New Problems Confront Mrs. Lamear of Arkansas 

Fame, Now of Castleton 
By Betty M’Whorter 
Castleton, Dec. 30 

A Happy New Year for Mrs. Olgie Lamear, 58, Vermont’s 
first Arkansas traveler, could result from one of several 
things—work, money to buy food for herself and her ani-
mals, knowledge of the whereabouts of her estranged hus-
band, Arthur, or the announcement that the story of her trav-
els has won a magazine contest prize. 
Mrs. Lamear, who set out for Arkansas from Bethel six years 
ago next month with team, double wagon, dogs and herd of 
goats, is seeing the old year out in the unfinished three-room 
house she built with her own hands near Castleton Corners. 
Her voyage was started in the below freezing January 
weather. 
The wind whistles through cracks around the door and, blow-
ing down the stovepipe extended precariously through the 
roof, sends puffs of smoke from the slab-burning pot stove 
which heats her living room. 
Her possessions are piled high on table, bureau and shelf in 
the little house. The floor and walls are of rough boards. One 
window, which would look out over a mountain panorama in 
the direction of Castleton if it were fitted with glass, is cov-
ered with boards and paper. 
Little by little, however, Mrs. Lamear has made progress on 
her new home. Unable to buy a sink, she has just put in a 
shelf on which to wash dishes. Previously the only space had 
been on the kitchen stove. 
She now has stairs to the loft where she sleeps, whereas she 
formerly had to climb a ladder. 
Tie-back curtains are hung at the largest window, even 
though brown paper covers one broken pane and on the sill is 
an array of plants growing in tin cans. A variety of Christmas 
wrappings paper the wall back of the table, which holds 
among other things, a white china hen which Mrs. Lamear 
won in a shooting contest in Arkansas. 
On the bureau, in which she keeps the manuscript of her 
magazine story, hangs a large greeting card bearing a basket 
of red roses and the words, “For the Lady of the House” . 
Despite the unfinished building and the lack of money to go 
further, Mrs. Lamear can make a claim that many persons 
whose homes are mansions by contrast. 
“ It’ s paid for” , she said. “ I don’ t owe a cent anywhere except 
a little money I borrowed today to buy grain and a few bales 
of hay I got on credit” . 
Though her home is far from complete, Mrs. Lamear, who 
once spent 10 days living in her wagon in the West Haven 
gravel pit and another 10 months in a five by 16 foot rabbit 
coop on the place she now owns, says she has not been so 
warm and comfortable since she left Arkansas. 

She regards it as the biggest mistake she ever made when she sold 
her place in Hunt, Ark., which she locates by saying, “You can hunt 
on the map all you’d-a-mind to, and you can’ t find Hunt on it” . 
Because of Arthur Lamear’s desire to return to Vermont, the couple 
came East in 1949 and settled in West Haven. Later they left for 
Lamear’s brothers’  home in Bridgewater, but after an unsuccessful 
visit there, Mrs. Lamear returned to West Haven and spent 10 days 
in the gravel pit before moving to her present location on May 6, 
1951. 
The rabbit coop where she lived was the only building on the place 
when she moved. “ It was just wide enough so I could walk between 
the stove and the table” she said. 
While living there, she took a pile of waste lumber which the former 
owners, Walter and Louise Hewitt of Schenectady, N.Y., had 
planned to burn, and built a barn for the goats. 
The barn now houses her 10 does, six of which came back with her 
from Arkansas, her horse Topsy, and two hens, one of them the only 
remaining fowl of a litter of chickens she received in Arkansas. The 
buck, Basil, has his own quarters nearby. 
Topsy, a southern saddle mare, also came from Arkansas. She was 
given to Mrs. Lamear as a birthday present by Arthur, who was suf-
fering at the moment, his wife says, from husbandly pangs of con-
science over previous events. 
She no longer has the team which took her on the trek west. Rex had 
to be killed after he injured himself in her barn, and Happy was 
taken by Arthur Lamear when he left. 
During the period she was erecting the buildings, Mrs. Lamear 
traded her rubber-tired wagon to Lee Carter, a neighbor, for a mov-
able camp built to be loaded on a truck. The camp was only eight by 
16 feet and there was little room after the stove was set up and the 
bed and table moved in. But it was boarded all around, and so was 
better than the rabbit coop, which had a blanket hung over one end. 
About a year ago, Mrs. Lamear started her present home. 
Some neighbor boys helped her put up the first two rafters and she 
had some help to close the gable end, but otherwise she built the 
entire house alone, drawing on knowledge acquired from her car-
penter father. Before going to Arkansas, she had helped to build two 
houses in Bethel, but this is the first one she has tackled alone. 
As she built, she tore down the camp and used the material in the 
new house. By the time the roof was gone from the camp, she had 
enough roof on the new building to cover her bed. 



Mrs. Harriet Carter, her neighbor, helped her hoist the bed into the 
loft through a window and on June 17 of this year (1953) she slept 
there for the first time. 
Meanwhile, Arthur Lamear had returned for two days from July 1 
to 3, 1952. On July 3, he filed in Rutland County Court for divorce, 
charging her with intolerable severity. 
At a hearing held Sept. 10, 1952, she was allowed $5 a week from 
him for support. The day of the hearing was the last time Mrs. 
Lamear saw her husband. He paid her $35 and then disappeared. 
Efforts have been made to located him, but to no avail. Mrs. 
Lamear’s hope, when she built the house, was to sell it and the land 
and return to Arkansas. However, without Lamear’s signature, she 
cannot give a clear title to the place. 
At present she says she is without money and without work. During 
the summer she helped  a neighbor build a henhouse, put in a bath-
room and make other repairs, receiving her pay in hay. This, Mrs. 
Lamear thought, would see her through the winter. However, the 
neighbor’s husband brought home a number of horses and fed the 
hay. 
She has tried unsuccessfully to sell two of her goats, but with the 
price of hay so high, no one has wanted to buy them. 
Today, she tried to sell her two hens to buy grain for the animals, 
but they were not the right breed to suit the man she offered them 
to.  A neighbor loaned her the money for the grain. 
The town of Castleton is furnishing her with food and fuel. 
Besides herself, she  has to feed the 11 goats, Topsy, the horse, 
Slippers the cat,  and Tippy and Wanda, dogs given to her on the 
way back from Arkansas. 
“ I try to be independent”  she said, “but when I can’ t, I can’ t” . 
Her biggest hope now is the story she entered in the True Story 
Magazine contest. 
Starting with the night her husband was injured in Bethel, she re-
counts their experiences on the long trek from Vermont to Arkansas 
in 1948. 

“You know,”  she confided today, “people thought I had an aw-
ful good time on that trip. If they’d gone it they wouldn’ t have 
thought so.”  
Mrs. Lamear spent three months on her contest entry. Some 
night she sat up until 1 a.m. in front of the open oven door, 
with her feet on a heated soapstone. She referred frequently to 
the diary she has kept for 20 years. 
If she obtains one of the 149 prizes, ranging from $100 up to 
$5000, it will help her reach her goal of returning to Arkansas’s 
warmer climate—this time taking her animals in a truck. 
She still keeps her diary, between pages of which are placed 
occasional clippings and some pressed four leaf clovers. Events 
of the past months are crowded together, some written in ink 
and some in pencil. In a day book which she has spaced to be 
used far into the future. She will write her last entry in the book 
on New Year’s Eve 1959. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Undated, Probably from Rutland Herald 
 

Mrs. Lamear  Now at Home in West Haven 
Word was received recently from Mrs. Lamear that she now 
has a permanent address and is making her home in West Ha-
ven. Mrs. Lamear’s joy at finding a home is reflected in the 
following poem which she included in her letter. 
 

The Haven of Rest 
My life in sad exile was out on life’s sea 

So burdened with work and distress 
When I heard a voice calling come make this your choice 

And I entered West Haven to rest. 
I’ ve anchored my soul in a Haven of rest 

I’ ll sail the wide sea no more 
The tempest may sweep o’er old Camp Brook 

In West Haven I’m safe evermore. 
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On June 23-24 our society participated once again in 
the annual Vermont History Expo, held at the Tun-

bridge World's Fair Grounds. 
This year’s special theme was Travel & Transportation. 

Our exhibit was called  

The Peavine Railroad  
“ A Whistle Up The Valley”   

 
Thanks to Don Hyde and Don Brown,  for  the many hours they 
spent in preparation for the Expo. They made a model of the little 
“Hummingbird” . There was also a large photo as the backdrop of 
our exhibit, which showed the old Peavine RR station in Bethel. 

***************************  
Vermont History Expo 2008 

The Vermont Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that the ninth annual Vermont His-
tory Expo will take place on June 21 & 22, 
2008 at the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds. 
  

Our theme will be: Industry and Innovation: 
Vermont Ingenuity.  From mills, plants, and 
factories, to environment, education, culture, 
and philosophy, Vermont can boast many in-
ventive initiatives and vital industries that 
have had influence on our towns, our state, 
and beyond! 

******************  
Introducing:   

Civil War Sunday at the Expo 
On Sunday, June 22, we will be high-
lighting the Civil War and its Impact on 
Vermont’s Home Front, featuring presen-
tations, activities, and exhibits.  This is 
in conjunction with the Vermont Hu-
manities Council’s Civil War initiative:  
 http://www.vermonthumanities.org/index_files/Page5046.htm.  

 

Message from our President 
 

During the upcoming months the weather and 
driving conditions may be bad at times. If 

anyone is planning to attend one of our meet-
ings or special programs and is wondering if 
the event is taking place, please feel free to 
call one of the following numbers for more 

information:      
 

Nick Nikolaidis  234-5064 
Janet Burnham 234-5676           

Louise or Loraine Putnam  234-9594                 �
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A special THANKS to  
Bea McCullough who has signed  

up numerous new members!!  



Odds and Ends from The Bethel Courier 
and The Herald and News, 
White River Valley Herald 

Thursday, Jan. 21, 1892 
Old residents claim that the White River was the 

highest last week that it has been from water alone 
(not including ice jams) since the freshet of 1869. 

The branch rose up until it washed against the walls 
of the shoe shop, but they were constructed with a 
view to such doings and consequently suffered no 
damage. The roads were badly washed in various 

parts of the town and the high water on Camp Brook 
carried away the bridge above the William  
Magivney place leading to John Aldrich’s. 

 
* ***********  
Feb. 18,1892 

While at work cutting ice last week  
Wednesday, E. R. Hatch took his annual bath. 

************  
*
 �(�� � �
 &��� � ��� � )� �� +	 � 
 � � �
 &��� � �
 )�� � � � �
 &��� � ��
 � 
 �
	 
 
 � �� 
 
 � �� � � � ! �� � 
 (� ��� �! � �
 )��� � � 
 ��
 � � � � � �� � (,
�
 )��� � ��
 � 
 �	 $� � � � � � �� �&� �  �� 
 � ��� � � �� � � � �
 &��� �  ,
� � �( � �%�� � � �� +	 � � �� 
 � � �
 &�
 �� � � ��
 � 
 � ��
 ��� �� �( �� �
 ��� �
� 
 $�� �� � �  ��
 �� 	 �� ��� � ���� �� ��� ��� � �! � � ��� � � �� 
 � �� � ,

�$��� ��
 �� ��� � )� �� � � $� ��
 
 �
 &��� +� �%�
- - - - - - - - - - - - - �

� � � � � �� � � �� �� 	 �� 
 � �� �� +� �! ���
 
 �
 &�. $� 
 � � �� 
 � � � ��� �
�� � ��" � �$� � � � �� ( � 
 �
 )��
 ��� � �
 
 � �� �� � � �� � 
 �� � � ��� 
 �! � ��,

��� 
 ��� ��&�� � ���� � ��� 
  � �
 &��� � �( ���� )� � � ��� 
 $)� ���� � ��
�� � � � � $� ��! � �� �&�� � ��
 ��� � �� �� � � ��
 
 �
 &�� 
 � � � � �� �%�

- - - - - - - - - - - - �
. %/%�0 � (��1�	 
 
 � �� � � �� ������� �&� �� � � ��� � ��" $
 � � � �� � � 
 �

! � �
 )�� � � 
 � � � � � �� 
 � ��
 
 � �� �	 �$
 )� ��
 �
 �� ��  � ���
� � � � �
 
 �� �%�0 � (��1�	 � �  �� � �%�� � � �� 
 � � � �� � 
 ���
 �
� � � � �&�� � ��� 
 � ��� � �� � � � �� � � �� 
 ��  � ����� � ��� � �� 
 $�� �


 
 �� �� 
  � �
 $��2
 �� � � �� 
 � ��
 %�
� � �� ��� � �! � � � ��� � &$� � � ��
 �� 
 �� 
 � ��
 �
 � � � � ��
 �� � � 
 ( � � �

� �� �� 
 � � � ��� �%�0 � (�� �� � � �
 ! ��)� � ��
 �� �  
 ��� � ��� � �
� �� � � �
 &��� � �! $��� �
 )%�

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - �
� � �� � ��3 
 $� �� � �

" � 	 �%�45� 6�7� � �� � �� � �
 )�
 
 �	 � )� 8�
�

� � � � � ��� �� �	 � � $��� � �&�� � �� +�� ��
 )��
 ��� � �� 
 ,� � ��� � �
� 
 
 � � �" � �  	 �
 
 ��� � �� � �� � ��# � � 
 ��� �� � ��� � � %�� � � 
 �
�� � �� 
 � � �� � � �! $������� �� �� � �  	 �� � � �	 � � ��� ��� �� � � �
 � � �
� 
 � ��� � �� � � �	 � � ��� � � �� � ��
 
 �&�� � �� ! 
 $��� �� � � � �� )
 �� 
 � �

� � � �� �
 � � �! � � 
 �! $� 
 �
 )%�
 
 

The Herald and News 
Thursday, Nov. 5, 1891 

Gardner Wheeler was the victim of a novel prohibition 
lecture Wednesday of last week. His residence is on a 
commanding elevation above the road and with quite a 
high stone embankment on the road side. A full cider 
barrel in front of his house yielded to the force of grav-
ity and rolled down the hill, jumped the embankment 
and fell in the middle of the road with a crash and then 
the streets of Bethel flowed with ???????.   
The barrel was broken almost entirely in two. 

********************************  
 

White River Valley Herald 
December 26, 1946 

Bobcat Bites Bob 
Bethel Man Gets Big Cat with Aid of Dog 

Robert Hoisington shot a 32-lb bobcat in New 
Boston on Saturday. His dog first treed the cat 

and Bob shot it down. The cat ran into the 
spruce tree thicket with Bob hot after it. 

In the dusk Bob fell over the wounded cat, 
which was not wounded so badly but that it 
grabbed hold of Bob’s sock. At this point the 

dog tackled the cat and finished it. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 

Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz. 
 

The US Postal Service issued a set of four 
 stamps honoring Polar explorers.  

What was the name of the explorer with strong ties to Bethel? 
A few years later another country issued a set of four  
stamps with one stamp honoring this same person. 
Name the country and year the stamp was issued. 

 
The first person to send the correct answers  

via US Mail will receive a copy of  
Just Visiting by Robert Bundy 

 
              Please send your  answer  to:   
                           Nick Nikolaidis    
                          1398 Br ink Hill RD  
                          Bethel, VT 05032 
 

Make sure you include your  
name and address 

 
 

In the event of multiple answers, the  
ear liest postmarked entry will win. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Congratulations to Albert Burrell, our winner in the last contest. He correctly  

identified the teacher as Mrs. Mildred Aiken and the year 1946.                .    
 

 

You can see the newsletter 
in COLOR & our meeting 
minutes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 


