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JOIN THE BBA !l

The BBA is a non-profit,
unincorporated association
of professional and business
people dedicated to
improving the commercial,
aesthetic, civic and
environmental aspects of the
town of Bethel. We want
YOU to join the BBA. Come
to our meetings and see what
we are all about. You may
write us at;: BBA, PO Box
342, Bethel, VT 05032,
or call the
membership chairperson
Geneva Gaiko at 234-9876.

Check it Out!!!

www.bethelvermont.com

BBA NEWS

Bethel Business Association
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MIXER!!!  MIXER!!!T  MIXER!!

The BBA is holding its first mixer of the fall
season on Wednesday, November 2, 2005, at
6:30 PM on the premises of Paradigm
Consulting Company on Main Street.

It's for all members of the BBA, and for all
prospective members as well. Past contributors
to BBA efforts are also invited. Of course there
will be scrumptious refreshments to help the
attendees make merry.

So, mark your calendars and make sure you
don’t miss the revelry!ll,

SPRING HOME AND GARDEN EXPO
SET FOR MARCH 11, 2006

BBA vice-president Bev Washburn, co-chair of the
forthcoming BBA Home and Garden Expo, informed BiBA
at its early October meeting that the Expo willegace at the
Bethel Schools on March 11, 2006, the Saturday idiately
following town meeting. For information or suggesis contag
Bev at 234-5562.
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At the Expo, the BBA will exhibit six benches, proxbd
through the courtesy of the BBA’s master woodwoi&eorge
Burnham, to be decorated by local artists with Bethotifs.
The project is the brainchild of BBA’s Ellen Nobiho has
also suggested producing other Bethel-orientedsitemech as
sculptures of the famous Bethel Apple, to be solchise fundg
for the BBA. For information or suggestions contalen at
234-5292.




EXCITING NEWS!!!
TWO NEW BUSINESSESCOMING TO BETHEL VILLAGE
The Second Cup Cafe and The Purple Phoenix to Opgryear’s End

Two new businesses are planning to open on Beet in Bethel village before the end ¢
the year, and their presence should give a sigmfiboost to our downtown area and to the
town’s revitalization.

The “Second Cup Café” is aiming for a mid-Mmber opening. It will be run by Bethel's
Jennifer Ankner-Edelstein and her partner, Barrsa&tielly Shaw. Shaw, a graduate of the
New England Culinary Institute. Shaw will provittee technical expertise for the café, while
Ankner-Edelstein will concentrate on management.

The new establishment hopes to fill a widedygeived need in Bethel for a place to gathg
and have breakfast. It will be opposite the Masc&aiak, and will be open six days a week
in the mornings only. It will seat nineteen peoled also offer food “to go.” It will feature
various breakfast combinations. It will also cdngsh muffins and bagels every day, as we
as three kinds of breakfast burritos. There williba Sumatran coffee, cappuccino and oth
beverages.

Also opening soon in Bethel—possibly by eNtyvember—is “The Purple Phoenix,”

right next door to the “Second Cup Café.” It wéht or sell formal wear and accessories fof

special occasions such as graduations, dancesyeadings. It is the brainchild of Randolph
Center’s Linda MacKnight,

MacKnight is no stranger to business. Shedaltusiness degree from Vermont

Technical College, and has had long experiencartehon an electrical contracting business

in the past, in addition to another of her cureamterprises, “Floors and More,” which is a
wood floor installation business.
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SELECTBOARD HIRES GRANT CONSULTANT FOR TOWN HALL

The Selectboard has contracted with Don Hirscloreuwltant in theater design and
development, to research and identify potentiatiiig sources, and prepare applications fo
grants and donations to restore Bethel’s old toalhbuilding. Hirsch’s contract will run
through October 11, 2006. He will receive a $5,89plus 10% of all grant that he procure
for the project. He will also review current neeasl goals of the town hall restoration,
develop and prioritize the segments of the propaut, develope of a timeline for its
consummation. Subsequently, the town would havehien of retaining Hirsch to coordinat
the actual restoration process and related tadksch will work closely with engineer Tim
Schaal, whom the selectboard has retained to aéinseechnical aspects of the restoration
and with Bethel’'s Amy Bergamo of the town financenmittee who will perform much of the
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administrative support work for the effort.




BETHEL MILLSSEEKSTO SEVER PROPERTY FROM ACT 250 JURISDICTION

On September 14, Bethel Mills, through its attorBey Hershenson, filed a "request for jurisdictiona
opinion" with the district environmental board cdmator, Julia Schmitz, to remove teavironmental board's
jurisdiction over certain residential property adjat to the Bethel Mills industrial facility in Bl village.
The residential property in question is the soethfMills Property,” situated north of the Bethellld facility
between the industrial facility and the resident®ary Pavone.

In March 2004, the district environmental commissioled that there is a legal “nexus” between théhBl
Mills industrial facility and its residential paide terms of environmental exigencies, so thedestial
property falls under Act 250 environmental jurigio. The ruling was in context of certain conditso
imposed on Bethel Mills pursuant to applicationdgoermit for certain improvements to its facilibat were
made in the 1980s and 1990s, but for which Beth#$ Mad not sought Act 250 permit approval at tirat.

Bethel Mills has expressed concern that if thedesdiial parcel remains subject to the jurisdictidtocal
environmental authorities, it may be difficult iod a buyer for it. In August this year, on appaaBethel
Mills, the state environmental board upheld theritisruling, and observethat the parcel provides screening
both visual and aural, between the Bethel Millaustdal facility andother residential land. However, the stai
board also noted that Bethel Mills acquired theeelnt residential property after it had made the
improvements to its industrial facility. For thaason, the board suggested that the residentipépyomight
not be categorized as “involved land,” in termgwirent statutes, bdihat the question should be addressed
the local environmental coordinator.

Bethel Mills’ request to the local environmentabodinator emphasizes that it acquired the residenti
property long after it had made the improvemenisstimdustrial facility, that it has never usee ttesidential
property for any commercial or industrial activignd that it has made no physical change to theemisal
parcel in support of activities in the adjacentusidial facility.

The request also rebutted specific allegationsBle#ttel Mills had managed the parcel for industictivity.
The filing noted that Bethel Mills a) does not rémé parcel exclusively to its employees, b) refgat among
Bethel Mills personnel and other tenants is coasistc) the shed on the property is used to sta@érsonal
effects of the tenants and not for any material@ivoy Bethel Mills, d) Bethel Mills did not fill #hresidential
swimming pool to accommodate future commercialvéets but because it was in poor condition and it
wanted to eliminate the risk to children and pejghe property was not used to satisfy the zosethack
requirement for a shed on the commercial parctidagh Bethel Mills noted it may be necessary tkse
setback variance if the residential property islswldivided, since the dividing line is less tiZnfeet away),
and f) the residential property is not used asiektturnaround or as snow storage for its indudiality.

Bethel Mills has frequently pointed out that whitlenay have once hoped to use the residential ptpps a
working extension of its industrial facility, it ®wgrevented from doing so by town rulings, sindalls in a
residential zone.

The Bethel Mills industrial facility
depicting the residential “Mills
Property” adjacent to its northern
boundary (on right), outlined in black
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BETHEL TOWN MOVING TO FISCAL YEAR BUDGET IN 2006

The year 2006 will see a changeover in Bethel'sntbwdgeting from a calendar year to a July 1 — Biniscal
year system, to coincide with that of the schostam.

The town is responsible for collecting both mupatiand school taxes. Under the current systentpthe is
usually well into the municipal calendar tax yegrthe time the voters approve the town budgetwahto
meetings. The municipal tax bills then come ouluty shortly after the grand list is establish&tlit school tax
bills must wait for state computations of the tater so they come out in two installments in thie-fane of
them in late November as the holiday season appesacDespite the delay in school revenue, the towst pay
ongoing school bills throughout the year, and ifessary resort to short-term borrowing to meet such
obligations.

A fiscal year system for the town, beginnin
mid-year, will facilitate concurrent billing of
municipal and school taxes, and also make
easier to space out the payments evenly
throughout the year, perhaps in quarterly
installments, thereby generating an even 4
revenue flow. The selectmen have express g\~ ¢
their hope that even installments will help "‘{ ;
reduce tax delinquencies. The installment \
schedule will require voter approval at the 2 ‘
March 7, 2006, town meeting. ,

From discussions at the recent October 11° “
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selectboard meeting, it seems that the town g g d ‘ :
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will implement the fiscal year changeover b
asking the voters to approve a one time

18-month budget running for the whole 200@ethel’s Selectboard Discusses Weighty Town Issues.
calendar year through June 2007, and Selectmen Rick Benson (BBA Member), Bill Richards,
beginning in 2007 approve annual 12-month and Selectchair Neal Fox (BBA Member).
budgets running from July to June. Town Manager Dell Cloud sits opposite

The foregoing changeover scenario will not atteramount of taxes payable in 2006. The town woilanly
two-thirds of the 18-month budget (the same amasribr 12 months), with the remaining third (eqlewa to
half a 12-month budget) coming due in 2007. Subsegbillings would be split 50-50 among the cakamygkars
beginning in 2007.

— JOIN THE BBAI!! N

TAKE PART IN THE BETHEL REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE!

Exciting changes are a-foot in Bethel. The Bethel Business Association and the Bethel Revitalization
Initiative are exploring and implementing ways to restore our town’s vitality and attract new
individuals and businesses to Bethel. We invite you to join (or rejoin) the Bethel Business
Association and become active in shaping our new, prosperous town. Call Geneva Gaiko at 234-
9876.
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