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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 
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The Bethel Historical Society is 
proud to be among this year’s recipi-
ents of a Local Historical Society 
Achievement Award of Excellence.  
We received our award in the Opera-
tions category for our newsletter. 
 
The award was presented to us by 
Vermont Historical Society Director 
J. Kevin Graffagnino, at a joint Meet-
ing of the League of  Local Historical 
Societies & The Vermont Museum 
and Gallery Alliance, on October 
13th, in the beautiful House Cham-
bers in the Vermont State House. 
 
This year there were a total of 22 re-
cipients in the following categories: 
 
¨ Exhibits and Museum Techniques 
¨ Historic Preservation 
¨ Publications and Oral History 
¨ Society Operations 
¨ Educational Outreach 
¨ Individual Achievement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the announcement: 
 “These awards recognize and encourage 
the efforts of local historical societies in 
collecting, preserving, and sharing the 
history of their communities.  They are 
also meant to honor outstanding achieve-
ment and excellence by a local society or 
museum in the performance of routine 
functions, or outstanding achievement by 
an individual member of a society.”  
 
The event was called “Bringing the 
Past to the Future”. There was an 
“Ideas Showcase” in the Snelling 
Room at the Pavillion Building which 
featured a display of all winning pro-
jects as well as exhibits from other or-
ganizations. 
 (see separate stories pg 7) 
 
The new Permanent exhibit at the 
Vermont Historical Society, titled 
“Freedom & Unity—One Ideal, Many 
Stories”  is worth a trip to the Pavillion 
Building in Montpelier. 
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Regular Meeting  

at our  NEW HEADQUARTERS!! 

November , 6, 2006,  7PM 

          See separate ar ticle 

Special Events 

Sunday, 6PM 

November 12, 2006 

A Slide Show about 

“ Main Street, Bethel”  

By Nick Nikolaidis 

Held at Paradigm Consulting 

245 Main St, Bethel 

*************** 

“ Christmases Past”  

December 4, 2006, 7PM 

Black Forest Café 

Main St. 



   Our Vice President, Janet Hayward-Burnham, was recently doing some research in the Bethel Public Library and 
came across the: 

 Annual Report of the Town of Bethel for year ending February 23, 1888.  

 

It was printed by Wm. R. Adam, Bethel, Vermont. 

Here is an interesting excerpt from that report.  

(NOTE: capitalized words and mistakes were left as printed in the report) 

 
Report of Superintendent of Schools 
 
       The schools in this town during the past year have been above the average taken as a 
whole, under the District School system. 
       By the above it may be inferred and rightly, that I do not think we are having as good 
Schools under the DISTRICT SYSTEM as under the Town System, but for all this I still say 
that it is not best for us to make the change from District to Town while the present state 
law remains in force. 
       Under the present law the towns can vote to accept the Town System and then after a 
certain number of years vote to change back to the District System, this is where the law is 
defective. 
       Many of our towns make the change and after the schools are in good working order, 
some faction in the town who have lost some other point in nowise related to the school 
question and in order to PUNISH some other faction, quietly go to work and without warn-
ing VOTE to go back to the district system, and this is the way it is, especially in Vermont, 
the Childrens interests are sacrificed, in the School District Meeting, in the Town Meeting, 
and in the GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
       And I am compelled to say that on the whole the interests of the Children are looked af-
ter the least in the School District meeting. 
       Let the State make it imperative on all towns to adopt the Town System and one evil at 
least will be done away with.  
       Another important change for the better can be made and that is, abolish the office of 
TOWN SUPERINTENDENT. What we need is a COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT; taking the 
money paid by each Town for services under the present law and with a less amount paid 



by the County a Practical Teacher can be hired that can afford to give his whole time to the 
Schools of the County, one who would be free from prejudice by reason of personal mo-
tives in any particular town. One who in devoting his whole time to the schools could make 
them better by forcing (I use the word force because it must be by force,) better Teachers 
upon our schools, in holding Public Meetings and otherwise awakening an interest that we 
now lack in Educational matters. 
       You may not believe it but to-day our Public Schools , in this state, with the exceptions 
of some live towns, are degenerating, statistics show this and facts show it. 
       Our only help is in the State. We cannot look for it in Town or District, can we awaken 
an interst that will give us this Legislation from the State that will put us on an equal footing 
with other States? 
       To now speak of the schools in this town more particularly; 
       We have had some changes decidedly for the better in several of our schools, and the 
smaller schools too; the Committee has seen fit to pay double the usual price for a school 
and the result was as might be expected, THAT DISTRICT had a school. 
       In one district where a TEACHER was hired, the result was that such an interest was 
awakened that at the end of the term there was neither an absent, tardy or dismissal mark 
against a single pupil, in that district they were paying  double what was paid two years 
ago. Was'nt the result worth the cost? 
       Again, it pays to hire teachers who have been trained for this work. It is the power to 
impart knowledge that makes the teacher successful and that power can be most readily 
gained in a training school for that purpose. 
       Try it the coming year and hire a Teacher that has been trained to teach, no matter if 
you do pay double the wages you have been in the habit of paying, and to do this elect a 
committee in each district, and not the last man that moved into the district. 
       But you will NOT DO IT you will go on the same old way until you are forced to do 
something different, talk, facts, statistics and results will not convince you, the State alone 
can enact a law that may help us out of this beaten rut, now so deep from long continued 
use, that no District alone has the power or will to climb above it. 
Bethel, Vermont  February 28, 1888 
FRED ARNOLD, Town Sup't of Schools 
 
 
 



Old Bethel Family Holds Reunion: 
Putnams Gather for 77th Time 

 
By Chris Costanzo 

 
This ar ticle was first published in The Herald of Randolph,  August 3, 2006 

 
Thirty descendants of the 19th century’s Hiram Augustus Putnam gathered at the Bethel home of the sisters 
Loraine and Louise Putnam last Sunday, July 30, for a family reunion. The family has held a reunion annu-
ally for the past 77 years (except during WWII) in various places in the region. The first reunion in 1929 
was in Bethel at the home of "Pearl" Savage, a member of the family. 
 
The history of the Putnams is entwined with that of Bethel and the surrounding area. The Putnams are one 
of the oldest and best documented families in New England, having come to Salem, Mass., from England 
around 1638 in the person of John Putnam and his wife Priscilla Gould, both of Wingrave,  
Buckinghamshire. 

 
One of their many great-great-great grandsons, Ebenezer 
Putnam, who was born in Massachusetts in 1738, moved 
to Bethel with his wife Hannah Dike and their son 
Joshua. Ebenezer died in Bethel in 1808, having been 
one of the town’s earliest residents. 
 
Joshua Putnam’s son, Hiram Babbitt Putnam, and grand-
son, Hiram Augustus Putnam, were both born in Bethel, 
but around 1832 Hiram Babbitt Putnam moved his fam-
ily to Barnard where he bought a farm. Hiram Augustus 
married Harriet Cushing and raised 10 children in Bar-
nard. One of them, Frank Augustus Putnam, moved to 
Stockbridge with his wife, Mary Loraine. Their son, 
Frank Holmes Putnam, married Jessie Archibald in 1922 
and moved back to Bethel. They were the parents of the 
twins, Louise and Loraine, who are among the few of to-
day’s Bethel residents who can claim descent from one 
of the town’s first settlers. 
 
Last Sunday’s bash may have been a little less staid than 
the 19th century Putnams would have had it back in the 
days when life in these parts was a lot tougher than to-
day, but we suspect they would have approved. Every-
one enjoyed the pot luck food, participated in dancing 
and sing alongs, reminisced, or just listened to the music. 
Tim Howe of Williston, Ted Wesley of Lincoln, and the 
latter’s brother Charles Wesley of Spokane, Wash., all 
descendants of Hiram Putnam, provided musical back-
ground with their guitars. 
 

 

Welcome to our newest members: 
Cindy Moore from  

Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania, was here 
  to search for  information about her   

WILSON ancestors in Bethel. 
* **  

Alber t Burrell, Bethel, VT 
***  

Mike &  Mary Donnelly, Bethel, VT 
***  

Dola Dar tt, Bethel, VT 
***  

Rober t Sturk, Hampton, VA 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Bethel Histor ical Society Headquar ters 
 

It’s official! We will soon be moving into our 
new headquarters located in the rear of the his-
toric building formerly known as the home of 
the Guy Wilson Agency.  It has also been the 

offices of the Bethel Courier and Bethel Print-
ing, as seen on the old postcard, dated May 31, 

1914. 
 

Neal Fox, current owner of the building and 
BHS member, is making the space available to 

the Bethel Historical Society  
FREE of charge. 

We are extremely grateful for his generosity. 
 

A Grand Opening will be held at a later date. 
Watch for details in a future newsletter and in 

The Herald of Randolph 
 

We will furnish our new offices with furniture  
from the American Precision Museum, in 

Windsor, VT. George and Janet Burnham were  
instrumental in moving the items to Bethel. 

George is currently restoring them in his shop. 
These lovely old pieces will add to the  

ambience of our offices. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all  
at our new headquarters soon. 

UPDATE on the Peavine Railroad book. 
We heard from the publisher Robert Jones, 
that this book is almost sold out.  It will be 
a collector’s item since he does not plan on 
reprinting it. The Bethel Historical Society 
still has a few copies available. Contact 
Nick Nikolaidis at 234-5064 if you would 
like one. 

    Whitcomb HS Community Service Class Visit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On September  11th the Community Service Class of 
Whitcomb High School, led by teacher  Mar ie K ittel,  
visited the  
Bethel Histor ical Society Museum. 
Louise and Loraine Putnam impressed the  
students with their  vast knowledge of Bethel  
history. 
We received nice hand wr itten and decorated thank 
you notes from each student with comments about 
what they found most interesting in the museum. 
Among the items mentioned were:  
The old firemen’s jacket, the farming equipment, the 
large quar tz crystal from Campbrook,  
the granite exhibit and the old clothing. 
We look forward to working with Ms. K ittel’s class 
on future projects. 
 



Here is an article from the White River Herald, Jan. 30, 1969. It is a reprint from an old newspaper, date unknown. 
We find this article timely because our special slide program on Nov. 12th, titled “Main Street”  focuses on various 
buildings which housed some of these businesses along Main Street. We welcome your input if you have any informa-
tion on some  of these Businesses.   
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                         Expo 2006 
 
The Vermont Commission on Women is 
leading the Vermont Women’s History Pro-
ject (VWHP) as part of a nationwide effort 
to discover and highlight the critical roles 
women have played in our nation’s history.  
 
This year, the Expo’s Collaborative Exhibit 
Theme was “Vermont Women in History” .  
The Bethel Historical Society’s Exhibit fea-
tured “The Two Marys” , namely Mary 
Waller—well-known author, and Mary 
Parker—wife of a local minister who kept 
detailed journals during their stay in Bethel. 
 
We are happy to report that our exhibit is 
mentioned and shown in a short film which 
was compiled by VWHP. We plan on show-
ing this at one of our upcoming meetings. 
 
If you would like more info about VWHP 
you can go to their website: 
http://www.women.state.vt.us/  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Howard Coffin is  
Seeking Your Civil War Places 

According to Howard, “The Civil War didn’t take 
place just on the battlefields of Virginia and Penn-
sylvania. It also had a profound impact on small 
towns throughout Vermont.”  He wants to know 

about the Civil War places in your town-the 
monuments dedicated to the soldiers, homes 

where soldiers lived, halls where women sewed 
for the cause, village greens where boys drilled.  
Please let us know if you have any relevant info 

about Bethel’s connection to the Civil War 



. 

 

 

 

 

MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 
Bethel, VT 05032 
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Bethel History Quiz 
Can you descr ibe the House and locations of these photos? 
The first two persons to send the correct answers via US mail, will receive a photo  
reproduction of the Rev. J. Wesley Miller, 1869-1934. The photo shows him standing 
in front of the Lympus Church which he served. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                     Please send your  answer to:   Nick Nikolaidis 

1398 Br ink Hill RD 
Bethel, VT 05032 

Make sure you include your  name and address 
In the event of multiple answers, the ear liest postmarked entry will win. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We received only one cor rect answer  for  our  last quiz. The winner  is Bradley Str iker  who correctly 

identified the old Church Street Br idge which went down in the 1927 flood. Bradley will receive a one 
year  FREE membership in the Bethel Histor ical Society. 

 

You can read the newsletter  
and our meeting minutes  
on the  Bethel Website 
http://bethelvermont.com 


