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Regular Meetings at Bethel Public L ibrary  

June 5,   2006,  7 PM 

July 10, 2006,   7PM 

August  7, 2006,  7PM 

September  11, 2006,  7PM 

October  2, 2006,  7PM 

Special Events 

June  24,25 

Vermont History Expo 
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The Bethel Historical Society wants to 
know what you remember about the 
1940’s. For our “Memories of the 1940’s 
project”  we plan  to put together a  
Loose-leaf binder recording the recollec-
tions of Bethel citizens, young and old. 
 
Tell us what you can recall about:  
Clothing & fashion, music, movies, 
military, wartime, sports, inventions, 
medicine, entertainment and so much 
more.  
 
We hope you will take a trip down  
memory lane and record for us what you 
remember. 
 
We are sure that this collection will be 
appreciated not just today but many years 
from now. 

This is a LIVING HISTORY project which 
will be set up to allow people to describe 
what happened to them in their everyday 
lives during the 1940s.  We encourage chil-
dren to ask their grandparents about those 
times and to submit their short stories. 
  
This was a time of social change on a  
major scale. 
 
We believe that those who lived these 
things should find a way to describe them 
directly to the generation of the twenty-
first century. 
 
Try to remember: 
Where did you live in the 1940’s? 
What did you like best? 
What did you do for fun? 
What did you really dislike? 
What scared you? 
What was your “everyday”  like? 
Did anyone in your family go to war?  
If so, who?  Did they come back? 
 
Please be sure to add your 
name and the name of the 
person you interviewed. 
 
Do you have any pictures to 
share? Please put your 
name on the back and description of the 
photo. Let us know if you want the pictures 
back or if we can keep them for our collec-
tion. We can copy photos and return them 
to you if you’d like. 
 
Also wanted: Any bits and pieces....ads,  
posters, postcards...cards...ration books, 
anything that's interesting to look at that 
bespeaks the 1940's 
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Monday, 7PM, February 5, 2007 
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Our last Bethel Picture Quiz kept folks guessing.  

So we decided to run the article printed in the  
Herald of Randolph several years ago, which  

gives the history of the building and its various occupants. 
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The event in St. Albans, Vermont was to go down in history as the 
nor thernmost engagement of the Civil War. 
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Pictured below is an ad for the Bethel Bicenten-
nial Medallion, as well as the front and back 
view of the Medallion. It was issued in bronze, 
pewter and silver. Nobody seems to remember 
how many of these medallions were cast. We’ re 
also curious to hear from folks who bought one 
of the silver medallions, since they seem to be 
quite rare. 
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Peter Nikolaidis, owner of Paradigm Consulting Co., is bringing 
the Bethel Historical Society into the 21st 
Century. 
 
Peter has generously donated a computer and 
monitor for our new headquarters.  
 
We are sure we will find many uses for it. 
 
Members will now be able to view our scanned photos on the 
computer. 
 
Thank you Peter! 



Vermont has had many special postmarks in the last 
ten years and most of them commemorate a national 
occasion such as Veteran’s Day or special causes 
such as breast cancer. The special cancels of Bethel 
are unique because each one represents a bit of Be-
thel history and folk lore. Altogether, they provide an 
interesting record. 

The 1990 special cover pictures the Old Town Hall, 
a Bethel landmark that was built in 1892. It was the 
first brick building of Bethel not to make use of local 
bricks. The building has been used as a town hall, 
jail, gym and theater as well as for community gath-
erings until 1960 when some activities were moved 
to a new high school. Most recently it was used as a 
fire station until the new station was built. 

In 1928 President Calvin Coolidge returned to Ver-
mont for the purpose of viewing the damage from the 
infamous flood of 1927. When the president arrived 
in Bethel he was greeted by W.B.C. Stickney, Dean 
of the Vermont Bar and one of the oldest New Eng-
land lawyers.  “We, loyal sons of Vermont, greet 
you, Vermont’s most distinguished son” , while the 
town cheered and photographed him.  

The 1994 cover proudly reminds us of the Bethel 
Apple. From the May 28, 1914 issue of the Bethel 
Courier, page 9: 
“A curious old paper has found its way to this office 
in a copy of the Vermont Journal published at Win-
dsor, Monday, Sept. 20, 1819, ‘ In the year of Ameri-
can Independence the 14th, and of the Federal Gov-
ernment the 31st.’  One particular interesting thing 
about this old paper is that it belonged to Mrs. Ellen 
Lattimer’s great-great-grandfather, David Stone, who 
was captured Aug. 9, 1780, by a band of 21 Indians 
and Tories and carried off to Canada. At the time of 
the raid he was clearing the land in Bethel which has 
since descended from daughter to daughter through 
four generations to Mrs. Lattimer, who still owns 
some 200 acres, lying on the Gaysville road two 
miles from Bethel Village. 
 
Mr. Stone and three Barnard men taken with him re-
mained in captivity three years, and Mr. Stone, being 
adopted into a tribe of Indians, learned some of their 
forest lore. Mrs. Lattimer has a neat little wooden 
box he fashioned in Canada, carving it with his knife 
and coloring the design with dyes made from the 
barks of trees. 
 
In 1783 he escaped from the Indians and after a toil-
some and dangerous journey on foot through the 
trackless wilderness he found his way back to Bethel. 
There he found that his land had been sold to pay the 
over-due taxes, so he pushed on to Connecticut, the 
state from which he originally came to Vermont, and 
surprised the relatives who had supposed him to be 

Bethel History Told By Its Postmarks 
By Nick Nikolaidis 

This article first appeared in The Vermont Philatelist 
November 2000 

Here is a reprint with minor changes to reflect updated information 



 
Later he brought his family to Bethel from Connecti-
cut, redeemed his land and spent the remainder of his 
days upon it. On the journey from Connecticut he 
stopped at a cider mill and tasted an apple whose fla-
vor especially appealed to him. Obtaining some of this 
particular kind of fruit, he carried it to Bethel and 
planted the seed on his land. From the tree that grew 
came the Bethel Apple, one of the best-known and 
most largely grown varieties in this section. The origi-
nal tree bore every year for nearly 120 years and it is 
only within a couple of months that it was cut down 
through a regrettable error.”  

Fort Fortitude was built in 1780 but at the close of the 
Revolutionary War in 1783 when the frontier moved 
northward, it was no longer of use. The logs from the 
fort were useful in the construction of a dam across the 
Branch of the White River and then for Bethel’s first 
mill. The last of the logs from the fort were swept 
away during the 1927 flood. 

The National White River Bank building was built in 
1906 by Thomas W. Rogers of Brandon and the ele-
gant interior was trimmed with granite from the quarry 
of Mrs. Mary A. Quimby two miles down the road. 
The look of the bank has not changed but it has been  
owned by several different companies. The current 
ownwer is is now the Mascoma Savings Bank of New 
Hampshire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Guy Wilson Agency began in 1891 and conducted 
business at the same location for over a century.  
Wilson’s progeny traveled to China and Japan as mis-
sionaries, became the first woman attorney in Vermont 
and started the area insurance and real estate agency.    
 

Brigadier General Stephen Thomas was Bethel’s most 
famous military and political son. His grandfathers 
served as officers in the American Revolution and his 
father fell while serving in the War of 1812. In 1914 his 
8th Vermont Regiment dedicated a monument placed at 
this birthplace on Gilead Brook Road. In 1861, Thomas 
was the first Vermont Colonel who was appointed di-
rectly from civilian life without previous military ex-
perience. He was appointed Brigadier General of Volun-
teers in 1865 and awarded a Congressional Medal of 
Honor for “distinguished services in a hand to hand en-
counter”  at Cedar Creek, VA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Spaulding Press represents over 135 years of print-
ing in Bethel. In 1863, William R. Adams started the 
business known as the Bethel Printing Company. Carlos 
O. Spaulding bought it and changed the name to 
Spaulding Press and ran it until 1948 when Carrol W. 
Putney bought it. Presently his son, Scott W. Putney is 
in charge. 
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From The Bethel Courier, February 25,1932 
 
Lloyd Atwood has finished building a snow sled and was 
demonstrating it on the Athletic field Sunday to an inter-
ested crowd of spectators. It is designed after an airplane 
fuselage and has a propeller in front and an eighteen horse-
power engine. It is equipped with runners and can operate 
on any snow surface, except at such times as the snow be-
comes sticky. As a matter of fact, all the machine needs is 
wings to enable it to fly. It is whispered that Mr. Atwood is 
seriously considering introducing a glider into our midst. 
We hope so, as a glider is front page news and news is 
scarce. Elmer H. Sturk is reported to be very anxious to 
have Bethelites take up gliding. 
 
Patrolman Arthur A. Wilder of the Central Vermont Public  
Service Corporation, whose job consists of going over the  
company lines at regular intervals to check up on possible  
trouble, was in the Bascom Hotel Sunday evening and 
stated that he had picked up a live grasshopper during the 
day. Some listeners were inclined to believe that he was in-
dulging in a tall tale, whereupon Mr. Wilder produced a 
glove from which cheerfully sprung forth a grasshopper 
alive and kicking. Mr. Wilder carries snowshoes with him 
and has occasion to use them, even in this grasshopper win-
ter, as he states that at the present time, snow on the top of 
the higher hills is between a foot and a half and two feet 
deep. 
 
           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Some highlights from the Bethel Home News Section of 
the  HERALD AND NEWS, Thursday, Jan. 14, 1892 
 
It pays to advertise. It pays best of all to advertise in the  
BETHEL HERALD AND COURIER. Last week E. A.  
Maxham inserted a small local calling for fat cows. Since 
then offers have poured in upon him until now he has at 
least thirty cows either bought, partly bought or negotia-
tions in progress for. This indicates that both cows are 
plenty and the COURIER is a good advertising agency. 
 
 

It is said that two of our local grocery men are to put in de-
livery teams in the immediate future. 
 
20 lb butter tubs 19c, 10 lb butter tubs 13c at Whitcomb’s 
 
National White River Bank declared a semi-annual divi-
dend of 3 1/2 percent the first of January. 
 
While sawing for Fred Bundy, James French had the mis-
fortune to run his hand against a circular saw. Two fingers 
were cut off and a third was badly cut. The wound was 
dressed by. Dr. R. W. Clough. 
 
Do not forget that R. S. Adams is selling more glasses and 
spectacles than ever. Why? Because he is reliable as well as 
the goods. 
 
NOTICE. At the Bethel Shoe Co. Sat., Jan 2, it was voted 
to increase the capital stock to $25,000. Books will be open 
for subscription at the office of the treasurer, J, G. Sargent, 
until April 1st unless sooner taken. Signed C. D. Cushing, 
Clerk 
 
The Bethel Dramatic company played last night to a big 
house. Owing to our lamented (by others) connection with 
the same we forebear to say more. The drama will be re-
peated this evening. The side splitting farce “The Caffee”  
will be introduced. The company play the second night so 
that all may have a chance to get good seats as seats for the 
first night were sold so quickly and before many knew of it. 
 
George Hatch, who will be 90 years of age next month, 
slightly overdid himself in the way of work lately and as a 
result has been seriously ill. Ed Hatch is taking care of him. 
 
William Billings, who will be remembered as the driver of 
the stage between Bethel and Woodstock for nearly thirty 
years, died at his home in Woodstock last Sunday. 
 
C. H. Kidder shipped to market a car of 186 lambs Monday 
that he says are the best ever sent from this station, averag-
ing eighty-nine and one half pounds a piece. 
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stories. Do you remember a favorite toy that 
Santa brought? Was it that first train set or the 
lovely doll? Do you have a special ornament 
that brings back lots of memories? 
 
Maybe you were naughty one year and just got 
a stocking full of coal. We’d like to hear all 
about it. 
 
Come to the meeting on Monday, December 
4th, two days before St. Nicholas Day. 
There will be some fun door prizes and a  
Yankee Gift Exchange. 
Anyone who would like to participate in the 
Yankee Gift Exchange is asked to bring a “very 
thrifty”  little gift. Let’s see who among us is the 
“ thriftiest Yankee of’em all”  

� � � � � � � �	 
� � � � �  Expo 2007 
Theme: 

Travel & Transportation: 
How Vermont Got There From Here 

 
It seems hardly possible that we are already  
talking about the next Expo. Wasn’t it just  
yesterday that we were in Tunbridge for  
Expo 2006? 
 
However, looking at the timeline for the Expo 
2007, the registration deadline for exhibitors is 
just around the corner on January 8, 2007. By 
February 15th the Expo titles and descriptions 
are due.   
 
We have to get busy discussing and making a 
decision what our 2007 exhibit will be. 
 
As usual, we are always looking for volunteers 
who would like to participate in the planning 
and building of our exhibit, as well as staffing 
the booth at the Expo. So if you have any ideas 
and time to share with us, please let us know. 
 
With your help we hope to have another  
fabulous exhibit! 
                     ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Make a note: On March 1 the  
Expo 2007 Website will go live. 
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MAIL TO: 

Bethel Historical Society 
PO Box 25 
Bethel, VT 05032 
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Place First       
Class  
Postage 
Stamp Here 

Bethel History Quiz 
Can you descr ibe the buildings and location of this photo? 
The first person to send the correct answers via US mail, will receive a copy of  
“ Just Visiting”  by Robert Bundy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     Please send your  answer to:   Nick Nikolaidis 

1398 Br ink Hill RD 
Bethel, VT 05032 

Make sure you include your  name and address 
In the event of multiple answers, the ear liest postmarked entry will win. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The winners of the last quiz correctly identified the Bundy House. The first picture showed it in Bethel, where the  
current parking lot is located, next to Mascoma Savings Bank. The second picture shows the house at its current 
 location in Richmond, VT, where it has been rebuilt. (see separate story) 
Winners: Bea McCullough and Charlene Bostrom, correctly identified the house in the first picture. Since nobody could 
identify the second picture correctly, they are our two winners. 
Bea and Charlene each received a photo reproduction of the Rev. J. Wesley Miller, 1869-1934. The photo shows him 
standing in front of the Lympus Church which he served. 

You can see the newsletter 
in COLOR & our meeting 
minutes, on the  OFFICIAL 
Bethel Website: 
       http://bethelvt.com 


