-~ ~
! " #
N _/
!
n n n #
$ %
$ &
$
(
) o
i* -
! o &'
%
&% &
% %
% w#
# % &
) & )
+ o, - x g
# ( )
) “+ o
)
# # % %
/ / 0128456*
!
nonon 1__5 % 1 # &

L% &

(

%

9%
&

# %

1'% %

*|

%

* &7
#% (

*

/

#

Vet
<«
( 1

/10/1

(

3 4




BRIDGE UPDATE

Last month the town officially conveyed to the
Agency of Transportation the town’s concern that the
lighting and sight visibility be adequate for the
numerous pedestrians who will use the new Church
Street Bridge, currently under construction on the same
spot as the old bridge that was dismantled last month.

The town informed the Agency that when the
temporary bridge, currently in use, was completed the
lighting along the walkway was inadequate, and it
resulted in numerous complaints from the public. “The
town has been informed by citizens that they are afraid
to walk at night on the temporary bridge due to lack of
light,” town manager Dell Cloud wrote the state. The
town has also requested that, for aesthetic reasons, the
light fixtures on the bridge be of the same design as
thosein thevillage. In reply, Agency officials are
trying to incorporate certain provisionsin the Church
Street Bridge contract that will satisfy the town®
concernsin these areas.

Additional bridge work this year will be the
construction of one abutment on the west bank of the
river, and laying the foundation for a second abutment
on the east side. There will be no supporting pier in
theriver itself, aswith the old bridge. The old pier in
the river will be removed next summer.

Verizon's late removal of its cables and conduits from
the old bridge will manifest itself in delays in ancillary
work related to the construction, but will not delay the
opening of the bridge itself in 2006.

PURPLE PHOENIX OPENS

On Saturday, November 12, Bethel saw the
opening of its newest enterprise, the Purple
Phoenix. Situated on Main Street across the
street from the Mascoma Bank, the store will
offer bridal gowns and other formal dresses and
accessories. It will also rent “tuxedos’ for men.

The Purple Phoenix is owned and managed by
Randolph Center’s Linda MacKnight, who was
inspired to open aformal-wear business after she
visited asimilar shop in Rutland whose owner is
retiring and whose inventory she has purchased.

The BBA wishes MacKnight and the Purple
Phoenix all the best for a prosperous future, and
hopes to see her soon among the ranks of the
BBA.

A

Linda MacKnight and some of the clothes
available at the Purple Phoenix in Bethel

SCHOOL CONSOLIDATORS LOOK AT PRELIMINARY COMBINED BUDGET

In mid-November, the Bethel-Royalton Consolidation Committee spent considerable time reviewing a
preliminary budget for a combined school district to include Rochester and Stockbridge.

A preliminary analysis, incorporating the construction of a single combined high school with an annual debt
service for along-term construction bond, pointsto atotal K-12 student population of 1,036, (of which 500
would bein the 9-12 high school), an adjusted cost-per-pupil of $10,915 (below the current threshold that
would trigger a state penalty), and aresidential property tax rate of $1.92. The latter represents a decrease of

11% for Bethel and an increase of 25% for S. Royalton.

The benefit for Royalton might be access to new facilities, which it sorely needs, at a cost less than building a
new school itself. In addition, consolidation could generate wider curriculum offerings and greater economy of
scale. Both towns might find themselves with considerable space left in its current school buildings for other
projects, such as a possible new town offices for Bethel.

The consolidation committee has much work to do in modifying such variables as student-teacher ratios, space
requirements, athletic facilities, and other factors to make consolidation palatable to the votersin both towns.




ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD DENIESBETHEL MILLS REQUEST

In late October, the coordinator of the District 3 Environmental Board, denied a request by Bethel Millsto
remove the environmental board®jurisdiction over certain residential property owned by Bethel Mills adjacent to
the Bethel Millsindustrial facility in Bethel village.

Last year, the district environmental commission ruled that thereis alegal 2nexus® between the Bethel Mills
facility and itsresidential parcel, in terms of environmental exigencies, thereby subjecting the residential property
to Act 250 environmental jurisdiction. The ruling was in context of other issues involving improvements that
Bethel Mills had made to itsindustrial facility over the years.

In referring the matter to the District 3 environmental board coordinator, Bethel Mills argued that it acquired
the residential property long after it had made the improvements to itsindustrial facility, that it has never used the
residential property for any commercia or industrial activity, and that it has made no physical change to the
residential parcel in support of activities in the adjacent industrial facility.

However, the environmental board coordinator noted that the contiguous residential property serves the purpose
of screening lights and noise of the industrial facility from other residential homes, and was acquired by Bethel
Mills prior to receiving its permit for the various improvementsto its industrial facility. As such, the coordinator
found that the residential parcel 2isinvolved land and Act 250 jurisdiction attaches.®

Bethel Mills has expressed concern that if the residential parcel remains subject to the jurisdiction of local
environmental authorities, it may be difficult to find a buyer for it. It is not known whether Bethel Mills will now
take any other stepsin the matter.




SELECTMEN MOVE ON TOWN HALL

In early November the Bethel selectboard retained civil engineer Tim
Schaal and architect Laz Scangas to prepare plans and specifications to
replace and extend the drain around the town hall building, repair the
exterior brick veneer that is below existing grade, and damaged portions
of exterior stone foundation as well, install a new water main, improve
the surface drainage around the building, and other measures deemed of
high priority for the preservation of the building.

Per their agreement, Schaal would dedicate himself to the engineering
aspects at an estimated cost of $5,200, with Scangas as a subcontracted
consultant for the architectural elements at an estimated cost of $4,300.
The money would come from Bethel' s town hall fund, which contains
approximately $50,000.

The selectmen also modified its tentative agreement with Don Hirsch,
a consultant in theater design and development, regarding Hirsch's
services in researching and identifying potential funding sources, and
preparing applications for grants and donations for the restoration of the
old town hall. Hirschischarging a base fee of $5,000 plus 10% of all
grant awards. In cases where grant conditions do not permit funding
administrative fees, it was agreed that Hirsch will limit hisfeesto a
figure that will depend on the money available in the town-hall fund.

Further expenditures on the town hall, such as actual implementation
of drainage, veneer and foundation repair, or the pursuit of large scale
funding will eventually depend on further voter appropriation or
donations.
Ye Olde Towne Halle
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