Reqular Meetings

At our Headquarters
At 245 Main St.

(See sign in front of building)
Monday, 7PM, February 4, 2008
Monday, 7PM, March 3, 2008
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Monday, 7PM

December 3, 2007

Annual Christmas Gathering

Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 13. 2008

4PM

At Paradigm Consulting Co.
245 Main St.

The Great Fire of December 10, 1877
130 years ago
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100 Y ears ago, fire destroyed alarge por-
tion of Main Street. On the west side, al
the area between the lower section of the
present Bethel Mill up to the parking lot
beside Pacquin’s was wiped out. On the
east side, the fire was contained to the area
now occupied by the 100F building and
Richardson’s Store.
The following account appeared in the
Bethel Courier on December 13, 1877.
“The freight train that follows the night
passenger train south went screaming
through the village on Monday night alittle
before twelve 0’ clock. The few who were
awakened suspecting mischief, looked out
and saw that there was a fire somewherein
the village. In afew moments the clangor
of the bells startled others and soon the
alarm became general.
“Thefirefirst broke out in the White River
House, an early building used as a tene-
ment house (where Mills Store and the Ar-
nold Block now are). Appearancesindi-
cated that the fire was caused by the falling
of burning soot through an open chimney
hole into an unoccupied room.
The first of the building’s occupantsto dis-
cover the fire was a young man named Pat-
rick Garland, who with some difficulty
made his escape, losing nearly all that he
owned. There was no wind blowing, but
the current of air set toward the south, and
the flames extended in that direction.

The next building adjoining was Stearns’
livery stable. It was thought at first it could
be saved, but the fire traveled too fast and
the effort was given up.

“The next building was the Guy Graham’s
new block which was soon in flames (near
present station). While this was burning, an
attempt was made to tear down the grocery
store of Aaron Davis, thinking the fire
could be checked at that point. But want of
facilities for doing the work prevented
much progress and the effort was aban-
doned.

“It was then thought that the only chance to
check the fire’'s progress was at the open
space between Coy’ s building and M. A.
Moody’s store (now Central Market). This
space was occupied by a small warehouse
and shed covering some granite works.
“Parties commenced to clear these out of
the way, but the current of air set to the
north and there seemed afair prospect of
saving the Coy building, and attention was
directed to this object. In the meantime, by
the change of wind, the fire caught in the
furniture building, (Blossom premises),
and that was soon a mass of flames, endan-
gering the upper portion of the village.
“While Mr. Graham’ s new block was burn-
ing, the fire reached across to the east side
of the street and caught in the large brick
store owned by Mr. Graham (opposite
Mills Store). The attention of all being
elsewhere, very little if any effort was
made to save it and it soon burned down.
A woodshed filled with wood just south of
this also burned, placing Mr. Edson’s
house in great danger (that was saved and
isstill standing).

Continued on page 2



VIEWS APTER THE
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“Early in the fire, word was sent to West Randolph and
Northfield, and the fire companies and othersin those
places responded as quickly as possible. They did not
arrive, however, until the citizens had brought the fire
under control. When the people gathered and saw the
work of devastation going on and themselves almost
powerless to prevent it, they felt as though the whole
village must go, and all along the street in both direc-
tions they began to pack their goods ready to move out.
“After alittle, however, plans began to take shape, the
most available points were selected, carpets were spread
on the roofs, and men, women and children went to
work bringing water, and the flames were finally
brought under control. Much credit isdue to al, espe-
cially the women for the manner in which they worked
in saving goods and carrying water.”

(This event spurred on Bethel citizens to organize afire
protection service for the town. A small hose house was
built next to Mr. Edson’s and two hand-drawn hose
carts were acquired by the town.)

See picture on page 3
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Hereisan article from The Herald, from the early 1970's.
We couldn’t find the exact date before this newsl etter was
published.

Shown in the picture above, is the Hose House built after the
Great Fire of 1877. It stood almost 100 years before it was
finally razed dueto its poor condition.

Does anyone remember exactly when the Hose House was
torn down?

Please let us know if you have the date.




This year marks the 80th Anniversary of

The Flood of 1927

It was a devastating event for the whole state,
especialy for Central Vermont.
There was a FLOOD SPECIAL Edition
EXTRA THEHERALD AND NEWS EXTRA
Randolph, VT, Monday, November 7, 1927

(Here we reprint the section which deals with our area.)
TREMENDOUS FLOOD DAMAGE; MANY LIVESLOST
Western New England Visited by Worst Calamity
inits History Vermont aVery Heavy Sufferer
Damage Done Throughout The White River Valley
Nearly All of Bethel Bridges Gone
Practically all the highway bridges in town were swept away.
Beginning at the north the Church Hill covered bridge went,
the Gilead Brook taking a new course and surrounding three
houses bel ow the bridge and all of the road between the mid-
dle of Church Hill and the hill opposite was swept away.

In Bethel Village the Church Street covered bridge was
washed away and the steel River Street Bridge.

The Bethel pump house and machinery were swept away at a
loss of $25,000.

The water went around the Blue Hill dam of the Public Ser-
vice Corporation of Vermont but the dam and power station
still remain.

Of damage to property of individuals, the barn of Frank Wil-
son on the Randolph Road, together with six cows, were
washed way, also four cows belonging to Lewis Edmunds.
The houses of L. H. Whitney, Mrs. A. W. Mead and Will
Mead at the north end of the village were undermined, also
the new office of the White River Valley Telephone Co., The
Child Block, in which Dr. O. V. Greene' s officeis located,
was hot damaged.

A. N. Washburn lost his milldam, sawmill and wooden
building connecting that with the gristmill and store. Mr.
Washburn also lost several thousand dollars worth of grain
and material, also lumber that was on the Arnold flat. The
storehouse building of Brooks & Washburn Co., in the rear
of the Blossom block, was swept away. The old shoe build-
ing on the west side of the track was entirely wiped out, and
in going tipped the Rochester Railroad train against the tan-
nery. All of the tannery meadow of four acres was wrecked.
Eight houses on Bridge Street were undermined, twisted and
made uninhabitable. The upper end of Bridge Street was
wiped out.

On the northwest side of River Street the house of E. L. Bass
went and the W. R. Briggs house next to it, was wrecked.
The €l of the John Hinckley house was washed away and the
house was swept across the street and jammed against F. E.
Rogers' house, which probably saved the
Rogers' house. J. B. Kidder's barn went and the ell of the
house was undermined. The houses owned by E. S. Putham
and C. N. Stimets were badly wrenched, and Vernon Dumas
house was undermined. In getting out of her house, Mrs.
Briggs had to wade in water to her hips. The contents of the
houses washed away were not saved.

On the opposite side of the street the Julius S. Davisresi-
dence that stood next to the bridge is gone. The F. E. Rogers
house is there but damaged, asis Will Maynard’ s house.







The Challenge

In observance of the 80th anniversary of the Flood of 1927,
The Herald made available a limited number of copies of the
flood booklet, The Challenge.

The proceeds from this sale were distributed to the Historical I
Societies of Bethel, Stockbridge and Rochester. "

# ! $
We want to take this opportunity to thank Dick Drysdale for the $% &! !
very generous donation to our Society. He donated 5 copies of ( % & | ) *
the booklet in addition to the money from the sale of the booklet. I % )) '
"The Challenge" was published by Roy L. Johnson, son of Herald & I $ )

Publisher L. B. Johnson. The 28-page, 7" x 10" booklet, with 30
dramatic photographs, was published as part of afundraising ef-
fort that rebuilt the railroad in record time. *

Published in 1928, thisis afascinating illustrated account of the :
devastating impact of the flood on the valley of the White River ReneNaI sare due In Januar y

between Bethel and Rochester, focusing on the near-total Sill only $5 per person.
destruction of the Peavine Railroad.
Please renew soon.

"The Challenge" offers a pocket history of the Peavine Railroad Elther Send your du& to:
itself, vivid descriptions of the flood, and an inspiring account . . L
(including donor names and dollar amounts) of the rebuilding Bethal Historical Soci e’[y
efforts.
PO Box 25
We have one copy in the Bethel Historical Society library.
Bethel, VT 05032
+ Or renew at any of our meetings.
10123 4 Meml_aershlp cardswill be mailed out
5 * 4 with our next newsletter to all
- 5 (86 ¢ 4 memberswho have paid the
o 3 2008 dues.
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The Bethel Town Hall

Bethel is celebrating the new roof on our venerable
TOWN HALL. It®afabulous beginning to the
renovations of our 1892 Centerpiece building. Next,
we plan to tackle the foundation and facade.

The ambitious goal isto get 1,892 of our good friends,
neighbors and former Bethel residents to contribute .
Weee asking for amounts from $189,200, (hey, we
dream BIG)... down to the more modest amounts of
$18.92 or $1.89.

With this newsdletter you will find aletter and donation
form which
~ispaid for by Friends of the Bethel Town Hall. ~

If you have already sent in your donation, please
givetheletter toafriend or family member.

We appreciate your help!

By the way, did you notice anything
unusual on the back of this newsletter
along with the regular postage?
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Annual Christmas Gathering
Monday, December 3rd, 7PM
At 245 Main Street

“Remembering Christmases Past”

Thisevent is back by popular demand for a
third year in arow.

Thisisatime to share Christmas

memories or show some favorite holiday
items, while you enjoy some refreshments and
the “ Gemutlichkeit“ of our members.

(That's congeniality for those who don’'t speak
German)

If you would like to participate in our famous
Yankee Gift Exchange, please bring aVERY
THRIFTY gift. The thriftier, the better!

We look forward to seeing you.

ANNUAL MEETING

4PM, Sunday, January 13, 2008
At our headquarters, 245 Main Street

Specia Guest Speaker
Michael Thurston
Co-author of The Vermont Book Of Days

The Vermont Book Of Days tells adifferent story from Ver-
mont®history every day!

The Vermont Book Of Days reaches Vermont simultaneously
through television, radio, print, and the internet, to deliver power-
ful Vermont storiesin a variety of formats to ensure every Ver-
monter can find it!

In addition to its multi-media presentation, The Vermont Book
Of Daysis also available as a book! The Vermont Book Of
Days - The First Year is available at bookstores and specialty
shops throughout Vermont and online!

The Vermont Book Of Days is an entertaining daily diary of this

day in Vermont history. We launched the program on August 29,

2004, and it airs daily on Vermont Public Television and a state-

wide network of commercial radio stations. A weekly column is

published by a network of statewide newspapers and wege on the

web providing avariety of services, including downloadable PDF
filesavailable for Vermont schools.

Michael will have some copies of his
book available for sale that day and
will be happy to autograph them.



Bethel Historical Society
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" You can see the newsletter ™
?\: in COLOR & our meeting
i minutes, on the OFFICIAL
.. Bethel Website:

< http://bethelvt.com
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Bethel History Quiz.
Can you identify thisbridge?

The first person to send
the correct answer
viaUS Mail will receive:
One Year Membership in the
Bethel Historical Society

Please send your answer to:
Nick Nikolaidis
1398 Brink Hill RD
Bethel, VT 05032

Make sureyou include your
name and address

In the event of multiple answers, the
earliest postmarked entry will win.

Congratulations to Dave Hodgdon, our winner in the last contest.
Dave gets a copy of Robert Bundy’s Just Visiting book.
Dave told us that he spent several hours researching on the internet, until he came up with the correct TWO
PART Answersto our last Quiz. Part #1 was, Vilhjamur Stefansson.
Part #2 was, the Country of Canada



