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At Paradigm Consulting Co.

All meetings take place in the
Paradigm Consulting

Conference Room, unless
otherwise noted
245 Main St., Bethel, VT

Monday, 7PM, December 15, 2008
Christmases Past
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Sunday, January 11, 2009
Annual Meeting
Guest Speaker

Regular Meetings
Monday, 7PM, February 2, 2009

Monday, 7PM, March 2, 2009
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Dr. Otto Vernon Greene

Two of our most recent acquisitions are alarge framed photo portrait of Dr. Otto Vernon Greene
and a framed hand-written letter of appreciation from 12 survivors of the June 4, 1919 train
wreck in Royalton. Karla Jensen, from Binghamton NY, told usthat her parents had bought
them at ayard sale in Florida some time ago. They felt that these two items should come back
home to Bethel. We are very grateful for this donation. Asaresult of these acquisitionswe did a

bit of research about Dr. Greene.

Fromthe: Herald and News
Randolph, VT, Thursday, June 5, 1919
Express Train Wrecked
Many Injured When Rear Coach Left Rails
Yesterday at North Royalton
The north-bound express train met with an accident
yesterday afternoon between the railroad bridge and
the highway crossing at North Royalton, in which
one car was thrown over the embankment and
dragged several rods. No one was killed. Fully
twenty-five passengers were injured, fourteen being
taken to Dr. Greene's sanatorium at Bethel, but it is
not thought any suffered fatal injuries.

Those at the sanatorium were:—

W. W. Culver, 85, West Lebanon, NH
Robert Clampitt, 33, New York City, NY
Mrs. James R. Gibson, 46, Medford, Mass
Harvey Hood, 21, Beverly, Mass
H. W. Doyle, 55, Exeter, NH
John Spargo, 43, Bennington
Mrs. E. E. Densmore, 45, Middlesex
E. E Boyer, 29, Fall River, Mass
Mrs. Roy E. Thayer, 30, Fitchburg, Mass
Mrs. Warren, Springfield, Mass
Mrs. Joseph Mussey, 50, Hartford, Conn
Mrs. A C. Bjork, 24, East Hartford, Conn
Versa Russel, 6, Hartford, Conn
(NOTE: we omitted the list of injuries
detailed in the original article)

In addition to these, Mrs. Emma Poirier, employed in
the household of W. S. Bryant of Randolph, is at the

Randolph sanatorium, suffering from cuts and
bruises and possibly internal injuries.

The accident probably resulted from displaced or
loosened rails due to the excessive heat. This trou-
ble first developed Tuesday. The rails “kinked” be-
tween Randolph and Bethel, due to expansion fol-
lowing so quickly after cold weather, and the mall
train was held up two hours between stations while
section hands smocthed the rails out. This particular
spot received attention also, but was thought to be in
safe condition yesterday.

This newsletter is dedicated to our findings.

The express, Fred Mancastroppa, conductor, was
about ten minutes late and making 40 miles an hour.
Almost as soon as the last car cleared the iron bridge
at North Royalton the rear trucks left the rails and that
end of the day coach dropped over the embankment
which here shores the White River, in quite a sharp
curve of the track. The coupling held and the car
dragging behind was pulled along the sloping em-
bankment ten or fifteen rods until it parted just as the
forward end had reached the highway crossing, the
front trucks leaving the rails moments before.

None of the cars ahead were derailed or injured. The
rear coach stopped with the body lifted free from all
the trucks, tipped over on one side and reaching di-
agonally down the slope, its rear end resting in the
river water.

This car was filled with passengers, every seat being
occupied. There was no time or chance to save one-
self. All were pitched and thrown about. The seats
and fixtures gave way, but the sides of the car were
not crushed in. Most of the injuries resulted from strik-
ing or being struck as the car bumped and rolled
along the embankment. Some of the passengers
landed in the water, coming out at the end, while most
of them made their exit from the upper end.

The main part of the train proceeded after about an
hour, carrying those not much injured. Physicians and
nurses were summoned from Randolph, Bethel and
South Royalton, every available one responding.
Automobiles conveyed fourteen of those hurt worst to
the Greene Sanatorium, where they are sure of good
care and attention. John Spargo of Bennington is the
noted Socialist lecturer. He had been speaking at
Hanover and was on his way to Barre. The two year
old child of Mr. & Mrs. Thayer went down in the car
with its parents, both of themwere injured, but the
baby escaped with only a few scratches and a duck-
ing in the river. The outcome was most providential in
respect to the saving of human life. All the patients
are doing well today, according to reports received.

See letter from Dr. Greene's patients
on page 5 of this newsletter



Dr. Greene getting
ready for some house
calls with his span of

grey pacers



Onright. Baby
Haven Greene,
only son of
Kathryne and
Dr. Otto Vernon
Greene

On |eft. Haven
Greene 1. Taken
just before his
nap, as he was
getting sleepy,

in front of his
father’ s office.

Haven after his
graduation from
UVM

Kathryne Greene, wife of Dr. Otto Vernon Greene.

Wedding announcement for Kathryne and Otto



Dr. Otto V. Greene at his graduation
from UVM

The Greene family at Silver Lakein Barnard






Vermont History Expo 2008
Both of our exhibits at this year’s Expo, at the Tunbridge
Fairgroundsin June, were very popular.
Thanks again to Don Hyde and Don Brown for the many hoursin
designing, building and staffing the booth. Thank you also to our
other members who spent time at the booth. Special thanks to

Kent Batcheller for supplying us with the items for our display in:

Industry and Innovation: Vermont Ingenuity.
Our exhibit wastitled: A “Batch” of inventions, featuring
Bethel’ s very own prolific inventor, Hugh Batcheller.
Kent talked about his father’ sinvention on Sunday, Oct. 26th.
The exhibit from the EXPO was available for viewing. Everyone
present at the program learned more about Hugh’s many
inventions, including the first automobile turn signal.

On Sunday, June 22nd, History Expo highlighted the Civil War
and its impact on Vermont®home front. Our Civil War exhibit
featured our member Don Brown'’s great-grandfather who
survived the Civil War: "Without a scratch”

Franklin Alden Trask, born in Braintree, enlisted at Warren, Sept
1861, served all four yearsin Co G, 6th Vt.Vol. Infantry. He
participated in 21 battles and survived "without a scratch”. He
started as a Pvt., and was discharged asa 1st. Lt.

Several of our members have given
memberships as gifts to friends and family.
We appreciate your continued support.
Thank you also to everyone who has
renewed again thisyear.
Theduesarestill only $5 per person.
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Email from Finland

We recently got the following email.
Y ou never know where our newsletters will end up especially
since they are available on the Bethel website!

http://bethelvt.com
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Thank you for your article: Finnish families left an
impression in Bethel: in Bethel historical society
newsletter may 2007,volume6,issue 2. | got it from
a friend in facebook.com and it was very interesting to read
about Aukusti Haikara. He was my grandfather’s brother.
Keep up the good work.

Sincerely

Niina Haikara
Helsinki, Finland

Constitution Brass Quintet

In July the Bethel Council on the Arts and Bethel Historical

Society co-sponsored the Constitution Brass Quintet for a

performance of Civil War music, at the band shell on the

Common. Everyone who attended agreed
that this group is very talented.
This also presented another opportunity to display our
Civil War VT History Expo exhibit (shown at |eft)



Report on the Second Annual Postcard

& History Fair
On Saturday, May 24, 2008, the Second Annual Postcard and
History Fair took place in the Whitcomb High School Gym.
The Bethel Fire Department had an exhibit of old fire fighting
memorabiliawhich drew considerable interest.
Also on display was the lovely Town Hall model, built by our
member George Burnham. Members of the Town Hall Commit-
tee were available to answer questions about the Town Hall.

Other exhibitsincluded :

" Framed postcard and ephemera of the early years of our
Town Hall
A 4 Frame Exhibit of postcards and VT publications about
early sugaring seasons
A 4 Frame Exhibit of Vermontersin Major League Baseball
Which included two native Bethel boys. Also Heinie

Stafford who lived in Bethel for many years.

Photos and Postcards of early Main Street, Bethel
And exhibit of Old Randolph postcards, exhibited by Phil
Moallitor, retired Chief of Police from Randolph

A special commemorative program was printed this year which
was quite popular. It was printed in color and featured old photos
of the buildings corresponding to the ads on the pages. Many
thanks to the advertisers who supported this effort aswell as
everyone who bought them to support our society.

Some of these programs are till available for $4,
which includes shipping and handling.

A special pictorial postmark was issued for the day of the Fair
which showed the Town Hall. It was available at the Fair at a
special Post Office Station . The Postmaster was also processing
passport applications which turned out to be a very popular
activity and will be repeated at next year’s Fair.

East Bethel Walk
The East Bethel program which was scheduled for July 20™ had
to be moved indoors dueto rain. It was held at the historic
Octagon building. We hear that “Don & Don” did afabulous job
again, talking about East Bethel and showing many interesting
pictures. Thanksto both of you for another great job.

“What to look for in a Cemetery Walk”
On Sunday, September 14, 2008

We met at Fairview Cemetery for awalk with Charles Marchant. After
thewak we gathered at Paradigm Consulting’s Conference Room for a
dlide show and talk. Thiswas avery informative program
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On Thursday, September 18,2008, the BBA and BHS co-sponsored a
Hiketothe Branliere Property

Afterwards we gathered at Paradigm Consulting’s Conference Room to
share stories about the Branliere Property. and to enjoy Pizza from the
Cockadoodle Café

Fort Fortitude
There are many misconceptions about our famous fort
in Bethel. On Sunday, November 9, 2008, Bethel
Town Historian, John Dutton presented a program
about the history of the fort and tried to dispel some of
the misinformation which has become accepted as
fact.
Contrary to popular belief, the Bethel Fort Fortitude
was not just alittle fort built to protect the Bethel
Settlers.
Bethel was on the frontier at the time and Fort Forti-
tude played an important part in the defense against
the invasions by the British. The Indians, usualy
blamed for the attacks, were actually hired by the
British to take part in planned invasions.

We hope John will write a book one of these days
about Fort Fortitude and the history which led up to
building the Fort.

Thank you John for avery enlightening program.
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Where is the newsletter??

If you were wondering why this newsletter
took so long this time, you are not alone.

Let’s just say that I'm extremely lucky to have
my own computer guru who saved me from
an even more devastating experience.

The hard drive on my desktop was

dying FAST! But thankfully Peter was able to
save my data. The problem was that | had not
listened to previous warnings (from Peter!)
about using “ancient programs”, which no
longer are available.

This was the case with my address book
which also held the BHS address list! So,
among other chores I've had to retype over

220 addresses into a new program.

Since we skipped an issue, we're making this
one larger. We hope you will understand and
will enjoy this issue.

The moral of the story:
Use up-to-date computer programs and

BACK UP your data regularly!!



Thrifty Farm Wife and Teacher left Bethel Legacy

We recently located this article about Bethel’ s other Benefactress

which appeared in The Herald of Randolph on February 11, 1988
Written by Beth Ingpen

Seventy-five years ago, after the town of Bethel extended its
school district to the west to include the Locust Creek commu-
nity, the school directors asked a summer resident from North-
hampton, Mass., to teach there.
Her name was Laura Manning, and she was 22 years old. When
she accepted the post, neither she nor the school directors knew
that she would stay on, marry a VVermonter, inherit her grand-
mother’s house, and teach in Bethel for over 40 years: and con-
tinue to influence children even after her death.
Shelived in that house on the Barnard Road for over 50 years of
marriage, and for afew more years as awidow. She died there at
the age of 9, in 1980.
Few now know who she was, although her married name is used
regularly at meetings of the Bethel School Board.
For LauraManning Stillwell, who never had children of her own
and was as thrifty as she was long-lived, |eft over $25,000—the
legacy now called “The Stillwell Fund”— to the Whitcomb
Graded School.
When the School Board voted this winter to use some of thein-
terest from the fund to purchase new band uniforms, and to spend
some of the principal to finance playground renovations, Louise
Putnam of Bethel wrote to the editor of the Herald.
Mrs. Stillwell had |eft the money to the elementary school, not to
the high school, Miss Putnam stated. She added that since the
band included seventh and eighth graders, she had no objection to
using interest from the Stillwell Fund to purchase new uniforms.
Mary Ann Batcheller, amember of the Bethel School Board, took
note of what Miss Putnam wrote.
“1 dug out my copy of the original will and brought it in” to a
board meeting, Mrs. Batcheller said.
There once did exist a Whitcomb Graded School, where grades
one through eight were taught by afaculty that included Mrs.
Stillwell, Mrs. Batcheller learned.
Since the name “Whitcomb” has since come to mean the “high
school” in Bethel, she suggested, people had read “Whitcomb
Graded School” to mean the elementary and the high school.
Although the Board now stands corrected in its interpretation of
the Stillwell will, Mrs. Batcheller said that members do not feel
they have to limit use of the interest to elementary school pro-
jects.

ArtsEducation
Most expenditures, for high school and elementary, in the five
years since the fund was established have been on arts education.
It has financed annual artist-in-residence programs at the elemen-
tary school and scholarships to some high school students se-
lected to attend the Governor’s Institute of the Arts.
Thiswinter, for the first time, the Bethel School Board chose to
spend a portion of the principle —$3300—along with the inter-
est, to contribute a total of $5000 to the Playground Committee,
Playground renovations, now in the planning stage, will benefit
the elementary schoal.
For Laura Stillwell, who taught the third and fourth grades for
many years, benefiting the younger studentsin the town was the
most important thing.

But Laura Stillwell taught piano lessons in her home, loved to
draw, and always attended school concerts. For the Stillwell Fund
to be used to bring the fine arts to the elementary school makes
sense as away of honoring the giver.

Meantime, the Locust Creek school— converted into aresi-
dence— till stands, on Route 107, just east of the commercial
area at the junction with Route 12. Recognizably a schoolhouse
despite the addition of aporch, it can be identified by the pres-
ence of an enormous maple tree in the yard.
Historic Tree

This maple, standing to the west of the structure, was planted by
pupils at Locust Creek School on Arbor Day, 1913. Laura Still-
well took over as teacher in the fall.
The event she relates herself in an essay written for the Bethel
Historical Society in 1974, when she was 84 years old. In it she
also describes her own house, now once again a summer house,
freshly painted and in good repair, standing near the road just
above the Creek House on Route 12.
“Itisvery old because Danforth and Abigail Burnett Abbott lived
therein 1810. They had 13 children...
“Mrs. LauraV. Wilson, my grandmother, bought the placein
1907. She used it for a summer home. She died in 1916, having
willed thefarm to me......
“1 married Roy Jacob Stillwell of Shrewsbury, Vt., in June, 1920.
We live there now. Asthe farm is small, Roy has been able to do
other work than farming. He was a substitute mail carrier for
about 35 years, also lister for the town of Bethel for about the
sametime. | have taught in the public schools of Bethel and
taught private music classes.”
“Changes have been made inside the house....Great Aunt Ade-
line’'s bedroom has been moved from the house and made into a
garage.”

Locust Creek School
Laura also described the Locust Creek School, and tells the story
of its construction by residents of “Locust Creek Settlement” in
the 1870's.
Around the time she started teaching there, in 1913, she relates,
there was a parent who “gave concerts on his drums in the Locust
Creek Schoal....Mr. Davenport was referred to as ‘ The Little
Drummer Boy'. He [had] enlisted as a drummer boy in the Civil
War at the age of eleven.”
One of her pupils, Clarence Sharper, “came out first in the spell-
ing match held in Bethel” in 1920. He a so won the county spell-
ing match. “held in White River Junction, but [placed ] second in
the state contest in Burlington,” Laura wrote.
Clarence, aneighbor of Laura's, is now aresident of Bethel De-
pot Apartments.
Clara Abbott of Bethel, who shared the photograph, taught with
Laura and recalls her clearly;
“Shewas asmal little lady, but she always looked very neat. She
wore high-necked blouses with a cameo pin —very prim and
proper. She loved to go to the school affairs. She’d come with a
hat on and all dressed up.”
“Shewas avery spry little lady. Her house was always spic and



Span, and she had alot of family and antiques and curios. She was
friendly and pleasant, and enjoyed children alot.”
Thrifty, Simple

“She and her hushand led a very thrifty, smplelife. Roy was a vet-
eran, and Laurawas active in the American Legion Auxiliary.”
“She and Roy lived in Bethel a good many years. He had a small
farm. She was very, very thrifty; her husband was just the oppo-
site.”
Indeed, Laurawas well known for being thrifty. “Her husband used
to say that all the money she earned teaching went into the bank”,
said Louise Putnam of Bethel, whose mother was afriend of
Laura's.
Clyde Reynolds, who was in the American Legion with Roy, re-
members Laura as awonderful hostess for socials held jointly with
the Auxiliary: “ She was aways baking pies and cakes, doing her
share” for the socials.
Her thrift showed, he explained, in the way she dressed: “When
hemlines went above the knee, she left hers below. Then later when
they came down, shewasright in style!”
Activein the Guild of Christ Church Episcopal, Lauraalso served s
historian of the Noble-Beckwith Post of the American Legion.
For about 40 years, Laura and Roy decorated veterans gravesin
Bethel, Reynolds said. He went along with them:
“There were some 240 or so veterans graves in five separate ceme-
teries. Laura kept very good records of that.”
“1n 1942 she was historian for the state American Legion Auxil-
iary,” Reynolds said. Another time, in the sixties, shewon aLegion
prize for her local history.
As ateacher, Laurawas “kind, gentle and well-motivated,” Rey-
nolds said. “I think sheinstilled a sense of responsibility to the
father and mother.”
Herecalls that she regularly took students on field trips, for in-
stance to the power generating plant. “I think her programs gave the
kids a chance to see what the world was like.”
“She was very good with music with the kids, too,” Reynolds re-
members. “ She taught piano lessons, and charged a quarter for a
lesson in the 40’ sand even in the 50's.”
Ruth Horst, who became a friend late in Laura s life, notes that
Laura*“ knew everything about the community, all the buildings
and the houses. She was interesting. She' d taught in Bethel for all
those years. She had so many anecdotes.!”

Interested in Travel
“She was always very interested in other people when they traveled.
| always thought it was kind of odd that she didn’t go places,” Mrs.
Horst concluded.
As ateacher, Laura saw that her students learned about faraway
places, using her love of art to engage their imaginations as she
taught. Students made relief maps with salt-and-flour dough, Laura
made models of the people and countries they studied.
“She never wanted to go into ahome,” Mrs. Horst said; and by her
attentive care, she made that possible for Laura.
About three years after Roy died, after a day when she hadn’t been
feeling too well, Lauracalled Dr. Gadway, Mrs. Horst relates. He
came out in the early hours of the morning, and she died in his pres-
ence, shesaid. Lauradirected in her will that she should be buried
in the Northhampton family plot.
She divided her property into eight sharesin her will, Reynolds
said, remembering six individuals as well as her church and the
Bethel School. But what most surprised Reynolds was that it took
three Saturdays to conduct the auction” of her house contents.”

“The house was very modestly appointed and neat. She kept an
old iron cookstove in the kitchen,” he says. In the auction,
though, were sterling silver, Bavarian china, porcelain and
glassand “all kinds of surprises’!

L ouise Putnam was surprised to be remembered in Laura’s
will . Her mother was Laura s friend.

“She left six silver teaspoons to my sister, Loraine and me.

We were thrilled to pieces! These belonged to her grandmother
and her grandmother’ s sister.”

It was like Laurato have remembered her friend' s daughters,
the Putnam twins. Observes Clyde Reynolds, “the children
were her family.”



Christmases Past Annua Meeting

On December 15th we will hold our Annual Sunday, January 11, 2009
Christmases Past Program. 2PM at the Paradigm Consulting Co, Conference Room
This popular program givesus a chanceto share
stories or show favorite Christmasitems. At our business meeting we will elect
We will also haverefreshmentsand our Famous the officersfor the ensuing year
Thrifty Yankee Gift Exchange. Afterwards our
We hopeto seeyou all on Monday, at 7PM special guest speaker will be
At the Paradigm Cons. Conference Room Robert Bogdan
245 Main Street

Mr. Bogdan is Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Syracuse

R I I T T T T I IS University where he incorporates his interest in photographs into
his teaching and research. He is the author of many books and

articles on avariety of topics. His last two books examine post-

VT History EXPO 2009 card photographersin upstate New Y ork. In 2004 he was
CANCELLED awarded an honorary degree from the University of Stockholm
for hiswork in research methods and disability studies. It isone
We have received notice that the EXPO 2009 has of anumber of awards he has received for his writing and
teaching.
_ been cancelled_ for afew reasons. Mr.Bogdan i co-author of
2009 istheyear Qf thg big Champla|_n celebration. It Real Photo Postcard Guide
was felt that this might compete with the EXPO. The People’ s Photography
And of cour se ther e was some concern about the He will have some copies available at the meeting and
current economy and trying to get enough sponsors will be very happy to aLitograph them for anyone who
for the History EXPO next year. would liketo buy one.
Weall look forward to HIStOI’y EXPO 2010 R I I
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Here are some REAL PHOTOS
of old Bethel.

We believe that the one on the on the
previous page, shows the Bethel
Agricultural Fair in the late 1890's.
All of these are stereoptic
views of Bethel.

Try to find similar landmarks

on al three of these pictures

and share with us any of your
Findings and thoughts.
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Please send your answer to:

Nick Nikolaidis
1398 Brink Hill RD
Bethel, VT 05032

Make sureyou include your name
& address
In the event of multiple CORRECT
answers, the earliest postmarked
entry will win.

Bethel History Quiz.
Can you identify this house and itslocation?

Thefirst person to send

the correct answer
viaUS Mail will receivee ONE YEAR FREE MEMBERSHIPTO BHS

Thewinner in our last quiz was:

Place First
Class
Postage
Stamp Here

John Burrell who correctly identified the house which used to stand on

Pleasant Street wherethe WHS bulletin board now stands



