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Pres: Nick Nikolaidis
VP: Bev Washburn
Sec: Heidi Nikolaidis

Treas: Carroll Ketchum
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COMING EVENTS
Monday, April 18
7:00 PM
History Talk (Carroll Ketchum)
with Rotary Club and the
Bethel Historical Society
at the White Church

Wednesday, April 20
6:30 PM

Regular Meeting
at the Black Forest Cafe

Monday, April 25
7:30 AM
Legislative Breakfast
at the Black Forest Cafe

Wednesday, May 4
6:30 PM

Regular Meeting
at the Black Forest Cafe

Thursday, May 19
6:30 PM
Regular Meeting
at the Black Forest Cafe

JOIN THE BBA !I!

The BBA is a non-profit,

unincorporated association
of professional and business
people dedicated to improving
the commercial, aesthetic, civic
and environmental aspects of
the town of Bethel. We want
YOU to join the BBA. Come to
our meetings and see what we
are all about. You may write
us at: BBA, PO Box 342,
Bethel, VT 05032, or call the

membership chairperson
Geneva Gaiko at 234-9876.
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BBA ANNUAL MEETING BIG SUCCESSI!!

BBA Members had a grand time at the BBA Annual Negbn April 6.
talking about the future of the town, listeninghe governor, and honoring
Bethel’s Iraq veterans.

Nick Nikolaidis, the BBA president, started thellalling by reviewing
the BBA’s main activities in 2004. Among these &ére creation of a
website for the town of Bethel (www.bethelvermoot} that provides a
public forum for news, events and information pieitey to the town. He
also mentioned the resumption of a monthly BBA sletter and the
institution of “business mixers” open to the pubhosted by BBA member

firms, that give an opportunity to learn

about the companies in our communit .
Nikolaidis then described some of the

BBA's public service projects, such as ‘~

a raffle of a Vermont Castings gas grll
that yielded a $1,000 donation for
refurbishing crumbling stone masonry! _A _

around the downtown parking lot.

The BBA will not be sitting back on
its haunches this coming year. Nikolai®* Ty
pledged that the organization will work President Nikolaidis
to attempt to fill the empty storefronts in at the BBA Annual Meeting
downtown business buildings, initiate a Main
Street beautification project, and install an infiation kiosk in the village.

Governor Douglas, an old friend of the BBA who h#ended BBA
meetings in the past, was the guest of honor. Hetgd old friends and well
wishers in the room, and spoke briefly to the gatigeabout a number of
topics.

Noting that the legislature is from a differenttyahan his own, Douglas
expressed hope that they could find common groarggherate progress.
He said he was generally satisfied with the budgkich he said was “in the
ballpark,” although it contained a number of sgedtems he didn't like.
Among these were cutbacks in the fit-and-healtlag kirograms, in
substance abuse programs and in the state poligeeblRegarding the
latter, the governor noted that the police haddoste federal funding for
law enforcement, which he had wanted to replack state funding.

He also said he had hoped for additional fundsrfoch needed cleaning of
state waterways. (Continued Page 4)

BBA WEB SITE: www.bethelvermont.com




BETHEL SHOCKER: SCHOOL TAX RATE $2.41 THISYEAR
Total Educational and Municipal Property Tax Projected at $3.15

It emerged from schoolboard meetings held in lagedl that the educational property tax rate fodesgial
property in Bethel will jump this year to $2.41 400 of property value, up 15% from $2.09 lastryea

Although last year saw a decline in the edocati property tax rate, other recent years hawessdsn double-
digit increases, such as 13.6% in 2002 and 10%®320n average, Bethel's rate has grown 6.5% aomesa
these past six years. By comparison, Bethel's nip@liproperty tax rate (projected at $0.74 thisrybas
grown on the average by 3.3% a year over the samedd

But the proposed 2005 budget wasn’t as badbdhed proposed expenditures of $4,721,527 forrvote
consideration at the May 10 annual school distrieeting. The new budget is 4.98% (or $223,784atgrehan
last year’s, but school board chair Greg Hughes theit the increase is in line with that of manyestschool
districts this year.

The reason the tax increase is out of sync thighbudget increase lies primarily in Bethel's gost-student,
which is $12,643, or 81.3 % over the state grai60®75. Furthermore, once a school district edsd85% of
the state average, the state imposes a penaltychgaising the cost-per-student for tax computatipagposes.
Accordingly, when Bethel’s cost-per-student is usedompute taxes, it must use the figure of $13, 7%
eighth highest in the state for the 2005 fiscaky8ace that is 97.7 % over the state grant, Hschstate tax
rate of $1.02 must be raised by that percenta§@.@?. But since the state estimates that the distrappraisal
of Bethel real estate is only 83.8% of its true keawvalue, the tax must be raised commensuratedpoot $2.41
per 100 of valuation.

The educational tax rate, combined with thegmtgd municipal tax rate of $0.74 (which is dowe cent
from last year), gives Bethel a combined propeagyrate of $3.15 for residential property, onehef very
highest rates in the state. Rental and commerpiglgoty are not affected by local educational spendo their
total combined tax rate in Bethel will be only $21.80 for education and $0.74 for municipal).

The only relief currently available for Bethekidential property owners is that households aitincome of
less than $75,000 a year will have their tax oir theuse and first two acres capped at 3.66% dfititame this
year. According to published demographics, abé&t &f Bethel residences have a household incornessf
than $75,000.

LAND TRUST TO GO AHEAD WITH KELLOGG RIGHTSACQUISITION

Town manager Dell Cloud told the selectboard M&8Hhat Vermont secretary of agriculture Stepherr Ke
had informed the town office that, after talkingiwihe governor, the Vermont Land Trust was goinggal
with the acquisition of the conservation rightshe Kellogg property on Route 12.

Earlier, the selectmen had expressed misgivingstahe project, noting that Land Trust activitiake
developable land out of circulation, that theraasdeclared limit to land trust acquisitions, ahdttstate
funding behind the land trust often puts the stéatedds with local interests. Selectboard chaal¥ex also
expressed his discomfort with the process wher&mnéd that the Land Trust had made its decisitordé
came to hear the town’s concerns. Bethel's conoerthis score was referred to the governor.

Secretary Kerr told Cloud that despite the decistogo ahead in this case, he and Land Trust presDarby
Bradley were aware that in the future they shoake ta different approach when consulting the towns
involved.




BETHEL REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE (BRI)

On Wednesday evening, April 6, immediately after close of the Bethel Business Association’suahn
meeting, almost twenty members of various Bethelrodtees, as well as interested residents, gatherdidcuss
the future of their town.

Bethel residents Peter Nikolaidis and Kirk Whitdyoxcalled the meeting, are denominating it the hBet
Revitalization Initiative.” It stems from their elxange of letters in the The Herald, followed ljisctussion
between them at a recent BBA meeting when they agtbed on the need to revitalize the many dormant
committees that were established in the town dweryears and have never been discontinued.
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At the April 6 meeting, White suggested that their
initiative sHdwaim to encourage interaction,
cooperationdaommunication among the town’s
various orgatians, businesses, clubs, individuals, and
town governmeAimong the goals of such cooperation,
White said wablde 1) to identify the town’s business,
social, aesihiednd cultural assets, 2) to assist the Town
Planning Comsiim to define the community’s vision
and goals foe future, 3) to assist in implementing the
goals and wis@f the town plan, and 4) promote the
growth and dieyenent of Bethel’'s business community,
social orgariiaas and activities, its cultural climate and
: : et aesthetic asseta mutually inclusive and beneficial
er Bethel? Citizens of The BRI manner.
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Those gathered seemed to agree with Davis Dimogleraber of the town’s planning commission, on teech
to come up with clearly delineated tasks. Ideawdld freely, ranging from such projects as flowesbalong
Main Street, to ideas for the restoration of thertdall, to publicity regarding the availability obmmercial real
estate in the village, and other suggestions. diéad that the new Bethel website will be an ercell
clearinghouse for information.

At the end it was decided that all interested pantvould convene regularly at the first of the BBAvo monthly
meetings (the first Wednesday of the month) tadverrflesh out the Bethel Revitalization Initiative.

BBA LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST INCLUDED BRIDGE AND ROADS

At the Bethel Business Association’s legislativedkfast on Monday, March 28, Windsor County sen@eter
Welch said he intends to discuss with senator RichN&zza the question of funding Bethel's new Chustreet
bridge. Mazza is chair of the senate transportat@nmittee and Welch is vice-chair. Bethel selestimtend to
visit the senate committee on this issue.

Earlier in the month Bethel legislative represamgafandy Haas, who was also at the legislativakiast,
presented the town’s case to the house transmortedimmittee for a reduction of the town’s portadrthe costs
for the new Church Street bridge. Haas gave tlhisdncommittee various reasons why Bethel’s cortighu
should be lower than the 10% ($730,000) usuallyireq. Any contribution over $200,000 would besalr
hardship for the town, she said.

At the breakfast, Haas discussed her sponsorslap tdncient roads” bill that would discontinue ralads not
listed on the state highway map, which are primadihss 4 roads. The Bethel selectboard opposdsilthHaas
recognizes that the bill will need extensive revisi, and noted that its purpose was to initiatseudsion of the
problem. After the breakfast she visited the tofite with selectman Eric Benson to inspect a miie class 4
roads in Bethel and gauge the impact of her bill.




ANNUAL MEETING (Continued from Front Page)

Douglas also touched on his veto of a state re@rgrfunds bill that would have combined the assktke
state teachers retirement system, the state engdogérement system, and the municipal employet@ement
system. The governor noted that the members afeeinvestment committee for the combined fund waodt
be chosen by all the trustees of the existing fuadd might therefore not “properly safeguard” legitimate
interests of everyone.

The governor also announced to the gathering tigabtidget figures were just in for the recent quraend
showed a surplus which, he said regretfully, waarlebably not lead to a tax cut in view of the sfadkin
Medicaid funding. Douglas noted that Vermont hias of the oldest populations in the country, arad 84% of
Medicaid expenditures is for chronic diseases.wideld like to see a broader base for Medicaid fagdi“If
everyone is part of the solution we can make psgjtée said. Douglas added that the current pedpdsr
health care reform in the legislature would result substantial increase in the income tax, asd ialclude a
payroll tax. Furthermore, for the first two yeaggular insurance premiums would continue on toihaf.

A high point of the meeting was the presentatiombyernor Douglas and president Nikolaidis of fiedies to
Bethelites who are either in Iraq, going to lraghave served in Iraq. Three of the honorees hlagady served
in Iraq: Jim Bennett, a sergeant with the Armyiblal Guard, Brian Ellstein a senior airman with #hir
National Guard, and Rick Rhoades with the U.S. ArmRyoades earned the Army Commendation with Valor
Award for extraordinary achievement during combadrations. Ellstein got the Air Force commendatioedal
for his operation of an aircraft arresting systéat tallowed the recovery of a damaged F-16 airciaénnett
was
involved in convoy security operations over dangsrtrritory.

Also honored were Brian Farnsworth, a specialishwie Army National guard, who will be going tady
shortly, and Kristine Bird, a U.S. Army sergeantownt in Kuwait at the moment supporting Iraq mijta
operations.

As the last order of business at the annual meetiegBBA unanimously reelected Nikolaidis as pitest, Bev
Washburn as Vice President, Heidi Nikolaidis asetacy, and Carroll Ketchum as treasurer, in goditton of
another active year in the service of our town.
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Sergeant Rhoades, Senior Airman Ellstein, Governor Douglas, Sergeant Bennett




