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   LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST:  BRIDGE AND HEALTH

   At the BBA’s legislative breakfast on Monday April 28,  
Windsor County senator Matt Dunne announced that the senate 
transportation committee had voted to charge the town of Bethel 
5% of the cost of the Church Street Bridge, instead of 10%, as is 
usually the case in such public projects.  The committee’s decision 
is incorporated in this year’s transportation bill . 
�

   The total cost of the bridge, including the temporary bridge that 
is currently in place, is projected at $7,300,000.  Bethel’s share 
would therefore be $365,000  
instead of  $730,000 as originally 
feared.
�

   The lower figure probably stems 
from the strong case that Bethel’s 
selectmen and Bethel’s legislative  
representative Sandy Haas made in  
Montpelier, citing the considerable 
expense that the town recently  
incurred in support of state 
infrastructure in the Camp Brook         Haas and Dunne at April’s
Road project, and also noting the             Legislative Breakfast  
short life of the old Church Street Bridge, which was expected to 
last decades  longer, and the additional expense necessary for the 
bridge to clear the  railroad tracks, which is an interstate artery.   

   Dunn and Haas then discussed the health care bill that recently 
passed the Vermont House of Representatives.  Among the most 
important aspects of the bill, according to Haas were the findings 
of fact contained in the bill©s first pages.  Among these are that 
over 60,000 Vermonters cannot afford health insurance, and the 
number is growing, and that the costs of health care are, in Haas’  
words, “out of control.”  Dunne noted that these costs of health 
care, for those unable to pay, are shifting to others.  Emergency 
rooms still provide coverage for those who can’ t pay, and others 
then pick up the tab.                     (Continued on Last Page)



  BETHEL VOTES DOWN SCHOOL BUDGET
�

   At the annual school district meeting on Tuesday, 
May 10, Bethel residents defeated the proposed 
school budget of $4,721,527 by a lopsided vote of  
125 to 45. The proposed budget was only 4.98% 
higher than last year' s, but would generate a school 
tax rate for residential property of $2.40--about 15% 
higher than last year' s rate of $2.09. A factor in the 
defeat was not only the tax impact, but a growing 
sense that Bethel' s schools have been overspending 
for the past few years.
�

   School board members have frequently reiterated 
that declining school populations, which generate 
fewer funds from the state, combined with fixed costs 
for infrastructure, have necessitated the budget 
increases. The disproportionate tax impact, they 
noted, stems from statewide formulas beyond the 
district' s control.  In an effort to reduce costs, the 
school board proposed a $5,000 appropriation to 
study the possibility of consolidating the Bethel and 
Royalton schools, possibly with other neighboring 
schools as well.  At the school district meeting, the 
voters approved the appropriation.
�

   Some residents urged passing the budget while the 
town studies the possibility of greater economy 
through consolidation. One resident noted that most 
people who complain about the budget have not 
attended school board meetings when the budget was 
fleshed out.  Another spoke in support of the school 
board, which he said was not responsible for the 
situation but did the best it could in the face of it.
�

    But the voters didn' t agree. It was noted that 
without any state formula adjustments the basic 
spending-per-student had risen 34% from $11,141 to 
$14,942 in just three years. The BBA' s Neal Fox, 
chair of the Bethel selectboard, observed, “The basic 
fact is that we spend too much per pupil, and our low 
student teacher ratio is disproportionate.”  Fox noted 
that he constantly hears from residents that they can 
no longer afford to live in Bethel because of the 
property taxes.  
�

    On the following Monday, May 16, the school 
board came up with a new budget of  $4,596.972, 
achieved by cutting $124,555 in personnel and 
programs. The new budget would reduce the tax rate 
to about $2.26.  A new school district meeting is 
being warned for late June, 2005, to see if the cut is 
sufficient to satisfy the voters.    
    

�

                 SELECTBOARD APPROVES  
                          GUIDELINES FOR 
              TOWN REVOLVING LOAN FUND    

    On May 9, the Bethel selectboard, chaired by 
BBA member Neal Fox, approved  specific 
guidelines for accessing the town' s revolving 
loan funds for community and economic 
development.

     At the moment Bethel' s community  
development fund has about $27,590, and the 
economic development fund has about  
$178,850. 

     These funds are tapped infrequently, but 
represent an important resource for the town' s 
growth.  The guidelines are available at the 
town offices.  
��

     BETHEL REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE

    At the BBA' s meeting on May 4, Kirk White 
elaborated further on the Bethel Revitalization 
Initiative that he and fellow BBA member Peter 
Nikolaidis initiated at the BBA annual meeting.  
White divided the initiative into three broad areas--
social/cultural, business, and aesthetic.

    In the social/cultural area, White discussed a wide 
range of possible activities utilizing�the new Bethel 
web site,�a newsletter for town events, and more 
coordination in the arts, flea markets, shows and 
community events.�In this�category, one of the items 
discussed last week was the construction and 
placement of a bulletin board/information center in 
the village. The members studied a scale model of the 
structure, built by BBA member George Burnham, 
and debated on its most effective central location in 
town--a matter that the BBA will explore with the 
selectboard.

    In context of business revitalization, White�called 
attention to the need for increased outreach, and the 
creation of a business prospective packet with 
information on town infrastructure, real estate 
availability, and the seldom-used town revolving loan 
fund (see preceding article above) and the BBA' s 
economic development fund.     
                                     (Continued Following Page)
     



                                 BBA TOWN-WIDE YARD SALE MAY 21

    The BBA has organized a town-wide yard sale this coming Saturday,  May 21, 
when vendors and residents can display their wares all at one time, thereby offering a 
wide diversity of goods and making it worthwhile for potential buyers to make a 
special trip to Bethel.

    Those interested in setting up their wares in the village should contact Heidi 
Nikolaidis at 234-5064. For yard sales outside the village, please contact Mary Floyd 
at 234-5378.� Floyd will create a map of yard sale locations and will have 
them�distributed at the Brick Store on Main Street.

   Come and sell your wares!  Or else see what bargains you can find for yourself!!!
Visit with friends and neighbors!  Enjoy the weather before the leaves turn again!  

REVITALIZATION  
     (Continued From Preceeding Page)  

   As for aesthetic revitalization, the BBA  
tackled a proposal to purchase and install 
hanging baskets on the twenty light poles 
lining Main Street. Heidi Nikolaidis who did 
much of the research on the matter announced 
that tireless Ola O' Dell had put the arm on 
local businesses and was securing donations 
to cover the purchase of 17-inch wire baskets 
and plants for the project.  

  The BBA voted $350 to purchase mounting 
rods which was thought would only cover 
every other light pole, but later, thanks to 
Bethel selectman Bill Richards, a way was  
found for the money to cover all the light  
poles on Main Street. 
�
   Another BBA beautification effort is the 
purchase of two trash receptacles for Main  
Street, also approved at the May 4 meeting. 
One receptacle will be near the Brick Store, 
and the other at the parking lot.                          Select Chair Neal Fox and BBA President Nick Nikolaidis 
                                                                                   show off George Burnham’s model of  
                                                                                               town information board 



LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST  (Continued from Front Page)

   According to Haas, the new bill lists goals and policies primarily to generate universal access 
and coverage for all Vermonters, with a focus on preventive care, which at this time many 
Vermonters avoid because of high medical costs.   
�

   A number of questions came up regarding modalities, methodology, and the tax impact of the 
bill.  Haas said the bill did not provide much in implementation details. There will, of course be 
taxes necessary for implementation, but the tax impact is not yet known.  Both Haas and Dunne 
noted that it is first necessary to hammer out the general policy and goals, and once they are 
passed, to work out the details.   

   The senate has not yet finished tackling the bill. Dunne estimated that the senate probably won' t 
complete its input until late May. Haas said that once the current bill is enacted, there will be a 
legislative study committee that will work out the details for approval via subsequent legislation. 
�
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